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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


In  consequence  of  alterations  in  the  basement  of  the  Old 
State  House,  ordered  by  the  Boston  Transit  Commission,  to 
facilitate  the  approaches  to  the  station  of  the  Subway  where 
it  passes  under  the  building,  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Bostonian  Society  was  held  in  the  Blue  Room, 
Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  on  Tuesday,  January  13,  1903,  at  5 
P.  M.,  in  accordance  with  a  notice  mailed  to  every  member. 

President  Curtis  Guild,  Sr.,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  rec- 
ords of  the  last  annual  and  monthly  meetings  were  read  by 
the  Clerk,  and  approved. 

President  Guild  then  delivered  his  annual  address  as  fol- 
lows : — 

PRESIDENT  GUILD'S  ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  : 

For  the  first  time  since  the  rooms  of  the  Old  State  House 
were  leased  to  this  Society  we  find  ourselves  obliged  to  hold 
our  annual  meeting  in  another  building. 

The  building  of  a  subway  for  electric  cars  directly  under 
the  historic  structure,  and  the  alterations  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  a  station  under  our  basement,  have  made  it 
necessary  to  close  our  rooms  temporarily,  but  we  hope  to 
reopen  them  to  the  public  before  long  and  to  resume  our 
regular  meetings  in  the  home  of  the  Society. 
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It  is  significant  of  the  approving  spirit  in  which  the  objects 
of  our  Society  are  regarded  by  the  citizens  of  Boston  that 
no  one  has  been  heard  to  propose  that  the  Old  State  House 
be  taken  down  and  replaced  by  a  subway  entrance  like  those 
stone  ice-houses  in  miniature  that  we  see  on  Boston  Common. 

The  objects  of  the  Bostonian  Society  are  to  promote  the 
study  of  the  history  of  Boston  and  preserve  its  antiquities. 
In  carrying  out  the  first  of  these  we  have  been  fortunate  from 
the  beginning  in  having  a  series  of  lectures  and  papers  read 
before  us  giving  many  important  facts  that  had  not  been  pre- 
viously brought  to  public  attention. 

boston's  antiquities. 

The  preservation  of  Boston's  antiquities,  especially  if  they 
chance  to  be  buildings,  becomes  a  matter  of  more  difficulty  as 
our  city  advances  in  size  and  importance.  The  loss  of  the 
old  Hancock  House  on  Beacon  Hill  has  been  a  cause  of 
unceasing  sorrow  to  Bostonians,  and  now  it  seems  we  are  in 
danger  of  losing  Park  Street  Church,  erected  in  1810,  of 
which  the  stately  spire  has  so  long  been  an  ornament  and 
landmark  in  our  city.  It  would  be  well  if  memorial  tablets 
like  that  near  the  site  of  the  Boston  Massacre  could  be  erected 
to  indicate  where  structures  well  known  in  Boston's  past  his- 
tory once  stood.  There  are  many  that  might  thus  be  indi- 
cated. The  old  Lamb  Tavern  site,  now  covered  by  the 
Adams  House,  would  gain  by  having  "  Site  of  Lamb  Tavern  " 
-added  to  its  sign.  The  first  stage  line  between  Boston  and 
Providence  put  up  at  that  Tavern,  The  Boston  Tavern, 
which  now  occupies  a  site  adjoining  what  is  left  of  the  old 
Province  House,  might  have  retained  the  name  of  the  latter 
to  advantage,  and  I  presume  there  are  others  that  could  also 
have  profitably  followed  such  a  custom. 

king's   chapel. 

The  present  King's  Chapel  is  an  historic  old  church,  and 
the  first  organ  ever  heard  in  Boston  pealed  forth  its  music 
within  the  walls  of  its  predecessor.  The  corner-stone  of  this 
edifice  was  laid  by  Gov.  Shirley,  August  11,  1749  ;  it  replaced 
one  of  wood  erected  in    1688-89,  on  a  corner  of  land   appro- 


priated  from  the  ancient  burial  ground  on  Tremont  street, 
after  efforts  to  buy  a  portion  of  "Cotton  Hill,"  as  Pemberton 
Square  was  once  called,  had  failed.  It  was  originally  intended 
that  its  tower  should  be  surmounted  by  a  steeple,  but  lack  of 
funds  prevented.  The  previous  one  had  a  lofty  mast  upon  its 
tower,  on  the  top  of  which  was  a  weather-cock,  and  half  way 
up  a  large  gilt  crown. 

The  first  organ  was  a  bequest  to  the  parish  from  Thomas 
Brattle,  who  died  in  1713.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  give 
his  "  pair  of  organs  "  to  Brattle  Square  Church,  but  the  uni- 
versal prejudice  against  the  use  of  such  an  instrument  for 
public  worship  led  them  to  reject  the  gift.  In  his  will  appears 
the  following : — 

"  I  give,  dedicate,  and  Devote  my  Organ  to  the  praise  and  glory 
of  God  in  the  sd  Church  [in  Brattle  Square],  if  they  shall  accept 
thereof,  and  within  a  year  after  my  decease  procure  a  Sober  person 
that  can  play  skilfully  thereon  with  a  loud  noise.  Otherwise  to  ye 
Church  of  England  in  this  towne  on  y^  same  term  and  conditions  ; 
and  on  their  Non-acceptance  or  discontinuance  as  before  I  give  the 
same  to  my  nephew  William  Brattle," 

But  Brattle  Square  Church,  "with  all  possible  respect  to 
the  memory  of"  their  "deceased  Friend  and  Benefactor,"  as 
their  records  say — 

"Voted  That  they  did  not  think  it  proper  to  use  the  same  in  the 
publick  worship  of  God." 

The  officers  of  King's  Chapel  invited  Mr.  Edward  Enstone 
of  London  to  come  to  Boston,  and  officiate  as  organist,  and 
he  began  to  serve  the  Parish  about  Christmas,  1714. 

Tradition  says  that  after  it  had  been  given  to  King's  Chapel 
the  cases  which  contained  it  were  allowed  to  remain  undis- 
turbed in  the  porch  for  some  months.  When  the  new  build- 
ing was  in  process  of  construction  this  organ  was  sold  to  St. 
Paul's  Church,  Newburyport,  and  after  about  eighty  years  of 
service  there  it  was  purchased  by  St.  John's  Church  in  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  where,  with  its  new  case  and  its  "wind-chest 
in  very  good    order,"  it  may  last   another   century.     It  was 
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replaced  in  1756  by  a  superior  instrument  brought  from  Eng- 
land, which  tradition  tells  us  was  selected  by  Handel. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the  first  public  performance  of 
the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  was  given  in  this  church  on 
Christmas  night,  18 15,  when  selections  from  the  oratorios  of 
the  Messiah,  the  Creation,  and  the  Last  Judgment  were  per- 
formed before  a  large  audience. 

The  present  King's  Chapel  was  a  long  time  in  building, 
and  was  not  finally  completed  till  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolution.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  the  very  name 
of  "  King "  was  so  detested  by  the  Americans  who  were 
struggling  for  independence,  that  the  names  of  buildings  and 
streets  suggestive  of  royalty  were  changed.  In  France  a 
similar  change  followed  the  establishment  of  the  Republic  : 
Rue  Royale  becoming  Rue  Nationale,  and  the  Royal  Opera 
was  called  the  National  Opera.  So  in  Boston,  King  Street 
was  renamed  State  Street,  and  King's  Chapel  Stone  Chapel ; 
but  the  new  name  for  the  church  was  never  popular,  and  the 
earlier  title  survived  the  assaults  of  the  radical  republicans  of 
Revolutionary  days. 

King's  Chapel  was  attended  by  the  military  and  civil 
officers  of  the  English  Colonial  Government,  for  it  was  the 
first  church  in  Boston  of  the  Church  of  England,  most  of  the 
others  being  of  the  Congregational  denomination.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  last  century  it  became  a  Unitarian  church. 
There  are  many  burial  vaults  beneath  it,  and  in  the  adjoining 
churchyard  were  deposited  the  remains  of  Governor  Winthrop, 
Governor  Shirley,  Lady  Andros,  and  others  of  note  in  the 
early  history  of  Boston. 

THE    OLD    SOUTH. 

The  Old  South  Church  has  for  a  long  time  been  one  of  Bos- 
ton's most  prominent  landmarks.  In  former  times  it  was 
surrounded  by  residences.  Now  that  the  buildings  about  the 
church  have  been  torn  down  to  make  room  for  a  new  struc- 
ture to  be  erected,  the  first  opportunity  is  offered  for  the 
present  generation  to  see  the  edifice  as  it  appeared  in  its 
earlier  days.  In  a  few  months  it  will  be  surrounded  and  over- 
shadowed  by  the   lofty  building  which   is   now  in  process  of 


erection  near  it.  The  Old  South  was  erected  in  1729.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  was  baptized  in  this  church  :  when  the  Brit- 
ish troops  occupied  Boston,  its  floor  was  covered  with  tan  and 
used  as  a  riding  school,  and  a  bar  was  kept  in  the  organ  gal- 
lery. Milk  Street,  where,  as  it  is  generally  accepted,  Frank- 
lin was  born,  and  the  others  in  the  neighborhood  —  Summer 
Street,  Winter  Street,  and  School  Street  —  have  no  dwelling- 
houses  left.  Winter  Street  was  a  favorite  residence  for  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession  forty  years  ago, 

OLD    BURIAL    GROUNDS. 

Adjoining  Park  Street  Church  is  the  Old  Granary  burial 
ground,  which  is  the  next  oldest  in  Boston  after  King's  Chapel 
and  Copp's  Hill.  Here  rest  the  remains  of  John  Hancock, 
whose  bold  signature  leads  off  the  list  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence ;  also  Governor  Bellingham, 
Governor  Bowdoin,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  a  signer  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  Peter  Faneuil,  who  gave  to 
Boston  the  hall  that  bears  his  name.  A  small  marble  monu- 
ment which  the  visitor  can  easily  descry  from  one  of  the  win- 
dows of  the  Boston  Athenaeum  marks  the  resting  place  of  a 
noted  Boston  boy,  Paul  Revere.  Granite  boulders,  which 
can  be  seen  from  Tremont  Street,  with  the  names  of  James 
Otis  and  Samuel  Adams  inscribed  upon  them,  mark  the  tombs 
of  those  notable  patriots.  It  would  be  interesting  to  many 
visitors  to  Boston,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  studying  her 
history,  if  the  old  burial  grounds  could  be  left  open  during 
certain  hours  of  the  day  in  the  Summer  season. 

Old  Governor  Bellingham  lived  on  Tremont  Street,  not  far 
from  the  corner  now  occupied  by  Houghton  &  Dutton.  He 
died  in  1692. 

THE    HANCOCK    TAVERN. 

The  old  landmarks  of  Boston  are  fast  disappearing,  and  the 
names  of  many  of  the  streets  and  courts  have  been  changed. 
One,  mentioned  a  year  ago,  which  yet  lingers,  is  the  Hancock 
Tavern,  located  in  Corn  Court,  near  Faneuil  Hall.  It  once 
had  a  good  view  of  Faneuil  Hall,  the  intervening  buildings 
having  been  built  since,  on  the  former  open  space,  which 
was  too  valuable  to  remain  unoccupied. 
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Mr.  Benj.  F.  Stevens,  in  an  interesting  address  to  the  Com- 
mercial Club  of  Boston  in  1897,  stated  that  the  house  was 
first  opened  in  1634,  and  that  in  1636  the  Governor  there 
entertained  a  chief  of  the  Narragansett  Indians  with  twenty 
of  his  tribe.  In  1794  Talleyrand  lived  there,  and  afterwards 
John  Cheverus,  who  had  fled  from  France  to  escape  the  hor- 
rors of  the  French  Revolution,  resided  there ;  he  subse- 
quently became  the  first  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Boston  ; 
and  in  1797  came  Louis  Philippe,  afterwards  king  of  France, 
who  during  his  sojourn  in  Boston  gave  lessons  in  French  to 
young  ladies,  to  sustain  himself. 

OLD    TAVERNS    AND    HOSTELRIES. 

The  memories  of  the  old  Boston  taverns,  although  some 
have  been  printed,  are  still  interesting.  The  Lamb  Tavern, 
on  that  part  of  Washington  Street  once  called  Newbury 
Street,  I  have  mentioned  ;  it  was  the  home  of  many  country 
Representatives  to  the  General  Court  when  that  body  was 
in  session  ;  after  its  destruction  the  Marlboro  Hotel  attracted 
them.  The  Eastern  Stage  House  on  Ann  Street  was  an 
ancient  structure  where  the  stages  from  the  Bangor,  Hallo- 
well  and  Portland  routes  put  up.  In  my  younger  days  I 
recollect  starting  from  Hallowell,  Me.,  stopping  at  the  Rock- 
ingham House,  Portsmouth,  at  the  close  of  the  first  day's 
journey,  and  arriving  in  Boston  the  next  forenoon.  The 
charge  at  the  hotels  was  then  $1.00  a  day, — but  only  think 
■of  the  Eastern  Stage  House  in  comparison  with  Parker's  or 
the  Touraine  of  to-da!y. 

Many  of  the  present  generation  remember  Harvey  Parker's 
old  place,  having  a  down-stairs'  entrance  on  Court  Square, 
with  a  bar-room  above.  It  was  from  the  first  a  noted  resort 
for  merchants  who  dined  down  town.  The  price  of  a  dinner 
was  fifty  cents.  You  called  for  all  you  wanted,  and  as  much 
of  it,  and  paid  fifty  cents  on  leaving — no  meal  checks  then. 
Taft's  Hotel  was  in  the  rear  of  Joy's  building  on  Washington 
Street,  a  notable  place  for  imbibing  1 1  o'clock  and  4  o'clock 
drinks,  which  were  served  by  George  Young,  who  was  the 
bar-keeper  in   those  days  and  later  founded  Young's  Hotel, 
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which  now  occupies  the  original  site  of  Taft's  and  much  addi- 
tional space,  including  Parker's  old  corner. 

The  Tremont  House,  long  a  prominent  feature  of  Tremont 
Street,  was  opened  to  the  public  in  1829.  The  first  regular 
boarder  was  June  Stagg,  an  artist  ;  Olmstead,  who  married 
Fanny  Jones,  a  famous  dancer  at  the  Tremont  Theatre,  oppo- 
site, presided  at  the  bar. 

The  first  Exchange  Coffee  House  on  Congress,  near  State 
Street,  was  built  in  1808,  and  destroyed  by  fire  November  3, 
18 18.  The  upper  portion  of  the  original  structure  was  for 
some  time  used  as  a  lodge  room  by  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
It  was  for  its  period  a  "skyscraper"  of  six  stories  and  a  base- 
ment ;  its  arched  ball-room  adorned  with  Corinthian  pillars, 
occupied  the  greater  part  of  the  third  and  fourth  stories,  and 
a  dome  over  one  hundred  feet  in  diameter,  and  an  observatory 
which  crowned  the  building,  made  its  interior  one  of  the  most 
attractive  resorts  in  the  country ;  and  we  are  told  that  it  was, 
till  its  destruction,  the  most  extensive  and  capacious  hotel  in 
the  United  States,  Its  cost  was  half  a  million  dollars.  A 
smaller  building  on  a  part  of  its  site,  erected  about  1833, 
preserved  its  name. 

Were  I  to  enumerate  all  the  old  landmarks  in  Boston,  it 
would  be  but  repeating  what  has  already  been  published. 
The  granite  block  of  buildings  on  Beacon  Street,  just  beyond 
the  corner  of  Charles,  were  the  last  houses  on  the  Street  sixty 
years  ago,  the  remainder  of  the  thoroughfare  being  a  cause- 
way or  mill-dam  over  what  was  then  the  "  Back  Bay,"  and  the 
territory  has  not  yet  lost  its  old  name.  This  "  mill-dam,"  later 
styled  with  some  pretension  the  "  Western  Avenue,"  was 
originally  designed  to  utilize  the  tidal  water-power  for  manu- 
facturing purposes.  All  of  this  property  has  since  been  filled 
in,  and  much  of  it  made  into  a  Park,  while  stately  residences 
rise  on  both  sides  of  Beacon  Street  and  the  Boulevard,  which 
extend  for  miles  into  the  suburbs. 

In  1793  the  first  block  of  brick  houses  was  erected  in  Bos- 
ton upon  Franklin  Street.  Many  of  my  hearers  will  remem- 
ber this  street,  before  the  march  of  business  invaded  its  quiet, 
with  its  enclosure  of  green,  containing  a  wooden  monument 
to  Franklin,  surmounted  I  believe  by  an  urn,  and  the  willow 
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trees  and  shrubbery  about  it.  The  monument  of  granite  in 
the  Granary  burial  ground  bearing  the  name  of  Franklin, 
does  not,  as  many  suppose,  mark  the  grave  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  but  is  in  memory  of  members  of  the  Franklin  fam- 
ily who  are  buried  there.  Near  the  foot  of  Franklin  Street, 
on  the  right,  was  the  Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross ;  the  resi- 
dence of  its  clergy,  with  a  high  brick  wall  enclosing  its  gar- 
den, was  just  below,  on  the  corner  of  Federal  Street,  nearly 
opposite  the  Unitarian  Church  where  Channing  preached,  and 
where  the  debates  on  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion were  held — a  circumstance  which  gave  the  name  to 
Federal  Street. 

BOSTON    COMMON. 

One  of  the  chief  attractions  of  Boston  is  the  Common, 
which  in  winter  when  I  was  a  boy  furnished  splendid  coast- 
ing facilities.  The  long  path  extending  from  the  foot  of  Joy 
Street  to  a  point  below  the  Frog  Pond  was  invested  with 
romantic  interest  by  the  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table.  It 
was  formerly  a  grand  coast  in  winter,  down  which  the  boys 
glided  on  their  sleds  —  a  privilege  not  allowed  them  now-a- 
days. 

The  great  elm  on  the  Common  near  the  Pond  was  a  promi- 
nent feature,  and  I  remember  as  a  boy  of  eight  years  standing 
upright  in  a  cavity  of  its  trunk.  It  was  blown  down  Feb.  15, 
1876.  It  was  a  notable  tree,  having  served  as  a  gallows  tree 
for  reputed  witches.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
utilize  the  Common  for  business  purposes,  but  barring  the 
granite  entrances  and  exits  to  the  subway,  which  disfigure  it, 
no  other  building  upon  it  has  been  permitted. 

In  1775  the  British  troops  who  occupied  Boston  erected  a 
fort  on  what  is  now  known  as  Flagstaff  Hill ;  the  depression 
and  form  of  the  trench  about  it  remained  until  about  1840. 

THEATRES. 

The  Boston  Museum,  soon  to  be  demolished,  was  founded 
by  Moses  Kimball  in  1846.  He  was  a  successful  caterer  to 
public  amusement,  and  upon  the  stage  of  the  Museum  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  actors  and  actresses  have  appeared. 
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At  the  outset  the  Museum  was  styled  "a.  deacon's  theatre," 
because  its  announcements  of  performances  were  at  first  made 
as  "entertainments  in  the  lecture  room,  which  would  open 
at  3  P.  M.,  so  that  opportunity  could  be  afforded  previously  to 
visitors  to  view  the  curiosities  in  the  lower  hall."  This  was 
suggestive  at  least  of  the  "Exhibition  Rooms"  of  1792,  and 
the  "Moral"  or  "  Humorous  Lectures"  of  that  period — the 
names  by  which  the  friends  of  the  drama  called  theatres  and 
theatrical  entertainments,  to  evade  the  law  of  1750,  which 
forbade  them.  It  was  in  1792  that  the  sheriff  invaded  an 
"  Exhibition  Room  "  in  Board  Alley,  now  Hawley  Street,  and 
interrupted  a  "  Humorous  Lecture,"  otherwise  the  "  School 
for  Scandal,"  which,  as  a  programme  for  the  evening  still 
preserved  shows,  was  the  entertainment  at  the  time. 

The  first  "  entertainment  in  the  lecture  room  "  of  the  first 
Boston  Museum  building,  then  on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Bromfield  Streets,  was  one  in  which  "  Miss  Adelaide  Phillips, 
the  Child  of  Avon,"  appeared,  and  it  was  styled  "The  Four 
Mowbrays,"  in  which  Miss  Phillips  impersonated  the  different 
parts.  Admission  25  cents,  no  secured  seats.  Here,  and  in 
the  building  now  standing  farther  north  on  the  same  street, 
the  fairy  tales  of  our  childhood — "  Aladdin  and  His  Wonder- 
ful Lamp,"  "  The  Forty  Thieves,"  "  The  Sleeping  Beauty," 
and  others,  were  famous  and  attractive  spectacles.  Its  man- 
ager for  many  years  was  Mr.  R.  M.  Field,  recently  deceased, 
and  its  most  prominent  performer  William  Warren,  who  began 
his  career  at  that  establishment  in  1847,  and  played  there 
successfully  for  thirty-six  years,  an  acknowledged  favorite 
with  his  audiences.  Mr.  Warren  completed  his  fiftieth  year 
on  the  stage  Oct.  27,  1882.     He  died  Sept.  21,  1888. 

The  Federal  Street  Theatre  on  Federal  Street,  at  the  foot 
of  Franklin,  nearly  opposite  the  Cathedral,  but  fronting  on 
Federal  Street,  was  the  first  regular  theatre  in  Boston. 
Many  of  the  famous  actors  of  old  times  appeared  here — Bar- 
rett, Dickson,  Edmund  Kean,  Finn,  and  John  Howard  Payne. 
When  theatricals  languished  for  a  time  in  the  early  forties, 
this  Theatre  became  the  Odeon,  and  Lyceum  lectures  and 
concerts  were  held  there.  It  was  once  more  a  theatre  in 
1846,  when  Charles  R.  Thorne,  a  favorite  Boston  actor,  held 
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the  lease  of  it.     In  1852  it  was  finally  sold   and   demolished, 
and  a  business  structure  erected  upon  its  site. 

In  the  rear  of  the  theatre  was  a  passageway,  leading  from 
Franklin  to  Milk  Street,  called  Theatre  Alley,  noted  chiefly 
as  being  the  residence  of  Grace  Dunlap,  who  sold  snuff,  and 
who  in  a  little  garden  at  the  rear,  about  a  dozen  feet  square, 
provided  liquid  refreshments  to  the  actors  who  dropped  in 
there  after  the  performance  : 

*'  In  Theatre  Alley  you  could  get 
Grace  Dunlap's  fragrant  snufF, 
And  if  in  favor  with  the  dame. 
Some  much  more  potent  stuff." 

We  had  dramatic  performances  at  the  old  Tremont  Theatre 
in  those  days  instead  of  the  variety  shows  of  to-day — Mac- 
beth, Julius  Caesar,  Romeo  and  Juliet,  and  Hamlet,  with  a 
dance  after  them,  and  a  farce  to  conclude.  The  auditorium 
was  a  brilliant  sight,  the  front  row  of  the  dress  circle  being 
filled  with  ladies  in  full  evening  costume,  diamond  necklaces 
and  feathered  headdresses.  At  the  end  of  the  third  act  was 
an  intermission  of  half  an  hour,  when  the  large  saloon  at  the 
rear  of  the  dress  circle  was  visited  for  ice  cream  and  other 
refreshments. 

And  the  casts  of  characters  !  Think  what  could  be  done 
with  such  a  company  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Gilbert,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Ayling,  George  An- 
drews, Mrs.  W.  H.  Cramer,  Mr.  W.  F.  Johnson,  S.  D.  John- 
son, J.  M.  Field  and  W.  H.  Leman. 

Signer  Ostinelli  led  the  orchestra  at  the  Tremont  Theatre 
for  several  years,  "  Old  Gear  "  played  the  double  bass,  Robert 
Beatty  the  clarionet,  Dorn  the  French  horn,  Bartlett  the 
trumpet. 

In  1842  the  Baptists  converted  it  into  a  church,  which  was 
burned  in  1852,  and  again  in  1879,  but  afterwards  rebuilt. 
A  few  years  ago  this  last  edifice  was  destroyed  by  fire  and 
was  replaced  by  the  Tremont  Temple,  in  which  we  are  holding 
this  meeting. 

The  National  Theatre,  on  Traverse  Street,  was  under  the 
management  of  Wm.  Pelby,  an   experienced  theatrical   man, 
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and  it  was  largely  patronized  by  residents  of  the  North  End. 
He  was,  I  think,  the  first  manager  of  the  old  Tremont  The- 
atre. Being  a  theatrical  manager  of  notable  ability,  well 
known  in  Boston  in  his  time,  his  portrait  would  not  be  out  of 
place  upon  the  walls  of  our  Society. 

THE    MILLER    TABERNACLE. 

After  the  Miller  excitement  the  Miller  Tabernacle  on 
Howard  Street  was  leased  for  theatrical  performances,  receiv- 
ing the  name  of  Howard  Athenaeum,  and  the  first  perform- 
ance given  was  Oct.  15,  1845,  when  the  "  School  for  Scandal  " 
was  played.  In  February,  1846,  the  theatre  was  burned  ;  and 
immediately  after,  in  the  same  year,  the  present  building  was 
erected.  Manager  Rich  made  this  theatre  a  success,  discard- 
ing all  plays  containing  any  improper  allusions ;  and  he  may 
also  be  credited  for  raising  the  variety  show  to  a  performance 
without  any  offensive  features.  Here,  near  half  a  century 
ago,  Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Mowatt  played  Parthenia  to  Wyzeman 
Marshall's  Ingomar ;  Wm.  R.  Blake,  in  "  Old  Heads  and  Young 
Hearts,"  delighted  his  audiences ;  Anna  Thillon,  a  noted 
beauty  and  opera  singer,  as  "  The  Daughter  of  the  Regiment," 
and  in  "  Crown  Diamonds,"  with  Hudson  to  assist  her,  drew 
crowded  houses.  It  was  the  favorite  place  for  the  lighter 
operas,  and  many  a  bright  particular  star  from  over  the  ocean 
has  shone  upon  its  boards. 

OTHER    LANDMARKS. 

Copp's  Hill  burial  ground  is  one  of  Boston's  landmarks 
and  antiquities.  It  began  to  be  used  in  1659.  ^^  ^i^^  ^^ 
remembered  that  from  this  hill  Clinton  and  Howe  witnessed 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  directed  the  fire  of  the  British 
battery.  Liverpool  Wharf  is  that  where  the  tea  was  thrown 
overboard  by  men  disguised  as  Indians,  and  not  T  Wharf  as 
many  suppose.  The  latter  was  so  called  for  its  resemblance, 
at  the  time  it  was  constructed,  to  the  letter  T.  The  old  Ma- 
sonic Temple  on  Tremont  Street,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
R.  H.  Stearns  &  Co.,  was  built  upon  the  site  of  part  of  the 
Washington  Gardens  in  1830-2. 
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HIGH    BUILDINGS. 


One  of  the  most  noticeable  changes  in  the  appearance  of 
the  streets  of  Boston  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  high 
buildings  that  have  been  constructed  in  the  business  part  of 
the  city  in  recent  years. 

The  industrial  progress  in  the  history  of  man  has  been 
divided  into  the  Stone  Age,  the  Bronze  Age,  and  the  Iron 
Age.  In  writing  the  history  of  our  business  structures  we 
can  divide  them  into  the  three  ages  of  Wood,  Stone  and 
Brick,  and  Steel.  The  Age  of  Wood  was  of  course  in  "  good 
Old  Colony  times."  That  of  Stone  and  Brick  was  the  Nine- 
teenth Century,  and  the  Age  of  Steel  has  just  begun.  Edi- 
fices of  granite,  which  were  considered  the  finest  business 
structures  in  the  city  forty  years  ago,  are  now  considered  hope- 
lessly old-fashioned,  and  are  torn  down  to  be  replaced  by 
modern  "skyscrapers." 

The  narrow  streets  of  Boston  are  singularly  unsuited  for 
the  very  high  structures  that  would  give  them  the  appearance 
of  mountain  canons,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  we  have  a  build- 
ing law  to  keep  our  buildings  from  reaching  the  extreme 
heights  seen  in  some  American  cities. 

The  erection  of  an  eleven-story  building  where  a  four-story 
building  formerly  stood,  greatly  increases  the  density  of  busi- 
ness population  in  that  spot,  and  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
viding sidewalk  and  street  room  for  these  people  and  of  giving 
them  rapid  transit  when  they  make  the  afternoon  rush  to 
their  homes  in  the  suburbs.  How  great  a  matter  street-car 
transportation  has  become  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  over 
220,000,000  passengers  were  carried  by  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  in  the  year  just  closed. 

There  have  been  several  causes  for  the  popularity  of  the 
great  steel -framed  office  buildings.  A  real  estate  man  claims 
that  buildings  have  to  be  made  higher  to  keep  up  with  the 
height  of  the  city  taxes,  and  the  greater  amount  of  space 
available  in  a  high  structure  would  seem  to  promise  an  in- 
creased return  on  the  capital  invested.  The  use  of  steel  in 
construction  makes  it  possible  to  erect  such  buildings  more 
rapidly  than  in  the  "age  of  stone  and  brick,"  and  gives  assur- 
ance that  they  are  to  some  degree  fireproof. 
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MODERN     IMPROVEMENTS, 

Aside  from  financial  reasons  there  have  been  two  potent 
factors  favoring  the  change  in  this  direction,  namely,  the 
rapid  elevator  and  the  telephone.  Of  course,  without  the 
former  the  many-storied  buildings  could  not  exist,  for  nobody 
would  lease  the  upper  stories  ;  certainly,  not  many  men  in 
active  business  would  take  offices  a  hundred  feet  above  the 
ground,  if  that  distance  had  to  be  descended  every  time  they 
sent  or  received  a  message. 

With  a  telephone  at  his  elbow  the  tenant  of  the  eleventh 
story,  seated  at  his  desk,  can  talk  with  clients  in  all  parts  of 
the  city,  and  even  to  those  in  other  cities  a  thousand  miles 
away,  and  receive  as  prompt  replies  as  the  man  on  the  ground 
floor. 

The  use  of  the  telephone  has  become  so  general  that  we 
hardly  realize  how  much  it  has  increased  in  recent  years,  but 
the  reports  of  the  telephone  companies  show  that  the  number 
of  instruments  in  use  has  about  doubled  in  the  three  years 
since  Jan.  i,  1900. 

The  new  Pacific  Cable,  when  completed,  will  facilitate  rapid 
communication  with  the  Orient,  but  even  now  a  Boston  mer- 
chant can  send  a  message  from  his  office  to  Egypt,  or  South 
Africa,  and  get  a  reply  in  less  time  than  the  merchant  of  sixty 
years  ago  required  for  the  reply  to  a  message  sent  to  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  What  the  Wireless  Telegraph  has  in  store  for 
us,  we  can  better  judge  a  year  hence. 

VISITORS    TO    THE    OLD    STATE    HOUSE. 

A  few  figures  with  regard  to  our  Society  may  be  inter- 
esting. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Old  State  House  who  regis- 
tered in  1902  was  13,408.  Of  these  2,367  were  Bostonians  ; 
10,564  were  from  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  477 
from  foreign  countries.  This,  it  should  be  remembered,  is 
only  the  number  that  recorded  their  names  on  the  Visitors' 
Book.     Many  of  those  who  visit  the  rooms  do  not  register. 

From  what  I  have  said  to  you  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
Bostonian  Society  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  its  value 


appreciated  by  the  public.  I  cannot  close  these  remarks  with- 
out thanking  my  associates  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  the 
custodians,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  officials  of  the  Society  for 
their  faithful  and  efficient  work  ;  and  this  is  no  empty  com- 
pliment, as  you  all  know.  May  it  continue,  and  enable  us 
still  further  to  "  Promote  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston 
and  preserve  its  antiquities," 

REPORT    OF   THE    DIRECTORS. 

The  Rev.  Joshua  P.  Bodfish,  who  had  been  appointed  on 
behalf  of  the  Directors  to  present  their  Annual  Report, 
being  absent  from  the  country,  his  report  was  read  by  the 
Clerk:  — 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the 
Bostonian  Society: 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1902  there  were  in  the  Society, 

Honorary  Members       .         .         .         .         .  2 

Life  Members       .         .         .         .         .         .         536 

Annual  Members  .         .  .         .         .         532 


Total  ......       1,070 

Showing  an  increase  of  57  Life  Members  and  22  Annual 
Members,  making  a  total  increase  of  79  Members  during  the 
year. 

The  Committee  on  Membership  deserve  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  for  their  efficient  labors. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  rooms  of  the  Society  in  1902 
who  registered  is  as  follows  : — 


From  Boston             

2,367 

"      elsewhere  in  the  United  States 

10,564 

"      foreign  countries 

477 

Total 13,408 

It  is  found  that  only  about  one-sixth  of  the  visitors  register 
their  names ;  therefore  80,000  would  be  a  conservative  esti- 
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mate  of  the  number  of  visitors.  The  Society's  Rooms  have 
now  become  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  instructive  exhi- 
bits of  the  history  of  Old  Boston,  and  the  interest  in  the 
building  and  the  collections  which  it  contains,  is  evidently 
constantly  increasing. 

MONTHLY    MEETINGS. 

The  following  papers  were  read  before  the  Society  in 
1902  : — 

February  1 1  :  Reading|by  the  Clerk,  of  two  Revolutionary 
documents  recently  given  to  the  Society. 

March  11:  "A  Pilgrimage  to  Puritan  Places,"  by  Edwin 
D.  Mead. 

Aprils:  "The  Reception  of  the  News  of  the  Battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  in  England,"  by  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples. 

May  13  :  "  Old  Shipping  Merchants  of  Boston,"  by  William 
P.  Jones. 

October  14 :  ".Daniel  Webster,"  by  Harvey  N.  Shepard. 

November  11  :  "The  Life  and  Activities  of  Hon.  John 
Read,  a  distinguished  lawyer  and  citizen  of  Boston,  from  1722 
to  1749,"  by  George  B.  Reed. 

December  9:  "Trip  of  the  Independent  Boston  Fusiliers, 
Capt.  John  Y.  Champney  commanding,  to  Washington  in 
1835,"  as  described  in  a  diary  written  by  Orderly  Sergeant 
Noah  Lincoln,  Jr.,  by  Capt.  Albert  A.  Folsom. 

The  papers^read'  were  unusually  interesting,  and  the  large 
attendance  at  the  meetings  show  the  great  interest  of  the 
public  in  the  early  history  of  Boston. 

NECROLOGY. 

Since  the  last  report  we  have  learned  of  the  death  of 
twenty-eight  of  our  members,  one  of  whom  died  in  1901. 
The  list  is  as  follows  : — 

Charles  Henry  Hayden,  born  in  Boston,  July  6,  1826,  died 
in  Cohasset,  August  28,  1901. 
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DIED    IN    1902. 

Charles  Brooks  Perkins,  born  in  Boston,  March  13,  1842, 
died  in  Boston,  January  4. 

Nathaniel  Willard  Pierce,  born  in  Newburyport,  February 
28,  1823,  died  in  Boston,  January  10. 

John  Ward  Dean,  born  in  Wiscasset,  Me.,  March  13,  1815, 
died  in  Medford,  January  22. 

Hamilton  Kuhn,  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  8,  1866, 
died  in  Nassau,  Bahama  Islands,  January  27. 

Warren  Hapgood,  born  in  Harvard,  October  14,  18 16,  died 
in  Boston,  January  30. 

Mrs,  Sibylla  Bailey  Crane,  born  in  Boston,  July  31,  185 1, 
died  in  Boston,  January  31. 

Michael  Shepard  Bolles,  born  in  Boston,  May  31,  1844,  died 
in  Boston,  February  i, 

James  Hutchins  Danforth,  born  in  Boston,  July  7,  18 17, 
died  in  Boston,  March  6. 

Alden  Speare,  born  in  Chelsea,  Vt.,  October  26,  1825,  died 
in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  March  22. 

Joshua  Blake,  born  in  Boston,  March  27,  1827,  died  in  New- 
ton, April  17. 

Peter  Mclntyre,  born  in  Glasgow,  Scot.,  August  25,  1818, 
died  in  San  Diego,  Calif.,  April  18. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bellamy  Bailey,  born  in  Kittery,  Me,,  Au- 
gust 18,  1828,  died  in  Boston,  April  22. 

John  Homans,  2nd,  born  in  Boston,  March  15,  1857,  ^i^^ 
in  Boston,  May  4. 

Horatio  Hollis  Hunnewell,  born  in  Watertown,  July  27, 
18 10,  died  in  Wellesley,  May  20. 

Cornelius  Frederick  Cox,  born  in  Devonshire,  England, 
December  21,  1824,  died  in  Boston,  June  i. 

William  Storer  Eaton,  born  in  Boston,  April  2,  18 17,  died 
in  Boston,  June  i. 

George  Bigelow  Chase,  born  in  Boston,  October  i,  1835, 
died  in  Dedham,  June  2. 

George  Ernest  Armstrong,  born  in  Boston,  September  27, 
1857,  died  in  Becket,  June  10. 

John  Moorhead  Clark,  born  in  Boston,  August  10,  1821, 
died  in  Boston,  June  22. 
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Nathaniel  Greenwood  Snelling,  born  in  Boston,  January  21, 
1823,  died  in  Boston,  July  24. 

Miss  Louise  Harding  Williams,  born  in  West  Roxbury, 
June  30,  1869,  died  in  Cohasset,  August  8. 

Joseph  Beal  Glover,  born  in  Dorchester,  March  15,  1815, 
died  in  Boston,  August  12, 

George  Robert  White  Scott,  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  April 
17,  1844,  died  in  Berlin,  Germany,  September  13. 

Edwin  Whitney  Gay,  born  in  Boston,  January  17,  1845, 
died  in  Newton,  September  24. 

James  Lane  Gorham,  born  in  Boston,  January  11,  1810, 
died  in  Boston,  October  2. 

Philip  Prager,  born  in  Posen,  Germany,  January  2,  1837, 
died  in  Boston,  October  13, 

Mrs.  Lucy  Richmond  Read,  born  in  Boston,  March  4,  18 17, 
died  in  Boston,  November  30. 

Messrs.  Pierce,  Dean,  Kuhn,  Hapgood,  Romans,  Chase, 
Gay  and  Prager,  Mrs.  Read  and  Miss  Williams  were  life 
members. 

Messrs.  Hayden,  Perkins,  Bolles,  Danforth,  Speare,  Blake, 
Mclntyre,  Hunnewell,  Cox,  Eaton,  Armstrong,  Clark,  Snell- 
ing, Glover,  Scott  and  Gorham,  Mrs.  Crane  and  Mrs.  Bailey 
were  annual  members. 

Thus  our  fellow-members  have  been  passing  away,  leaving 
us  to  mourn  their  loss  and  to  cherish  a  fond  remembrance  of 
their  friendship  and  their  virtues. 

During  the  year  the  Boston  Memorial  Association  has 
united  with  us  to  strengthen  our  hands  and  do  the  work  of 
preserving  memorials  of  the  early  history  of  Boston,  a  work 
common  to  the  purposes  of  each  Society. 

When  we  return  to  our  rooms  after  the   restoration  and 
improvements  now  being  made  by  the  Boston  Transit  Com- 
mission, we  expect  to  be  able  to  pursue  the  objects  of  our 
Society  with  greater  efficiency  than  ever  before. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Joshua  P.  Bodfish, 

For  the  Directors. 
December  SI,  ig02. 
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ANNUAL   REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON 
THE   ROOMS,    1902. 

The  collections  of  the  Society  are  enhanced  yearly  by  the 
additions  made  to  them,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that 
the  year  1902  is  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

Many  interesting  relics  have  been  given  and  loaned  to 
the  Society,  of  v/hich  the  following  are  worthy  of  mention  : 

The  Society  has  received  as  a  gift  from  the  estate  of  our 
late  member,  Warren  Hapgood,  by  Benjamin  C.  Clark,  a  sil- 
ver tankard  and  silver  snuff-box  made  by  Paul  Revere  for  Gen. 
Amasa  Davis,  a  great-grandfather  of  Mr,  Hapgood's  wife. 

Mr.  John  A.  Duggan  of  Atlantic,  Mass.,  has  loaned  an 
interesting  relic,  the  swing  sign  of  the  Hlancock  Tavern, 
Corn  Court.  This  ancient  sign  bears  the  portrait  of  Gov, 
Hancock,  and  as  the  tavern  is  soon  to  be  demolished  by  the 
march  of  improvement,  it  finds  an  appropriate  place  in  the 
collections  of  the  Society. 

There  has  also  been  loaned  to  the  Society  by  two  mem- 
bers, Mr.  Thomas  Cahill  and  his  grandson,  Mr,  Thomas 
Cahill  Cummings,  an  oil  portrait  of  George  Washington,  It 
is  a  copy  of  the  Stuart  portrait,  the  name  of  the  artist  being 
unknown. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  a  picture  given  to  the  So- 
ciety by  Miss  Helen  Griggs.  It  is  an  allegorical  painting 
on  glass,  and  is  supposed  to  be  contemporaneous.  It  is  en- 
titled "America,"  and  represents  a  female  figure  seated  at 
the  base  of  an  obelisk,  weeping  for  the  defeat  at  Bunker 
Hill.  On  the  obelisk  are  inscribed  the  names  of  Warren 
and  Montgomery.  There  are  passing  before  her,  female 
figures  representing  peace,  prosperity  and  order,  and  in  the 
background  are  ships  of  commerce.  The  picture  is  strikingly 
prophetic  of  the  wonderful  prosperity  which  has  come  to 
this  country  through  the  years  of  its  existence. 

There  has  been  expended  ^138,28  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  rooms,  and  the  Society  has  received  the  sum  of  ^299.70 
from  the  sale  of  publications  and  souvenirs. 

The  Society  may  well  be  proud  of  its  collections,  the 
building  in  which  they  are  displayed,  and  the  community  in 
which  the  building  is  a  precious  relic. 
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More  and  more  each  year  do  the  American  people  find 
that  all  historical  roads  lead  to  Boston,  and  that  their  knowl- 
edge of  "the  times  which  tried  men's  souls"  is  incomplete 
until  they  have  visited  the  Old  State  House,  of  which  John 
Adams  said  in  his  later  years,  "  Here  the  child  Independence 
was  born." 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  F.  Read, 
December  31,  ig02.  Clerk. 

ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON 
THE    LIBRARY,   1902. 

The  additions  to  the  Library  of  the  Society,  by  gift  and 
purchase,  during  the  year  1902,  have  been  119  volumes 
and  150  pamphlets,  and  there  has  been  expended,  of  an 
appropriation  of  $100,  the  sum  of  ^87.03. 

Two  of  our  esteemed  fellow  members,  Messrs.  John  J. 
May  and  William  B.  Trask,  have  given  to  the  Society,  from 
their  libraries,  a  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets  covering 
a  wide  range  of  subjects,  biographical,  genealogical  and 
historical.  The  Society  is  indebted  to  these  members  for 
their  interest  in  its  objects. 

Among  the  books  thus  acquired  are  "  The  Story  of  the 
Revolution,"  by  Henry  Cabot  Lodge ;  "  Letters  on  the 
American  Rebellion,"  by  Samuel  A.  Goddard  ;  "  Dictionary 
of  Phrase  and  Fable  "  ;  "Great  Disasters";  "  Memoirs  and 
Letters  of  Charles  Sumner,"  by  Edward  L.  Pierce  ;  Lives  of 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  William  Ellery  Channing  and  Richard 
Henry  Dana,  and  memoirs  of  many  eminent  Bostonians. 

Other  noteworthy  books  received  are  :  "  Biography  of 
James  Russell  Lowell,"  by  Horace  E.  Scudder,  from  Benja- 
min C.  Clark ;  "  Roger  Wolcott,"  from  the  author,  Rt.  Rev. 
William  Lawrence,  D.D. ;  "  Massachusetts  Soldiers  and  Sail- 
ors of  the  Revolutionary  War,"  volumes  IX  and  X,  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  Massachusetts;  "The  Lawson  History 
of  the  America  Cup,"  from  Thomas  W.  Lawson  ;  "  History 
of  the  Civil  War  in  America,"  by  John  S.  C.  Abbott,  and 
"History  of  Lynn,  Mass.,"  from  Arthur  F.  Clarke;  the  Boy- 
den,  Danforth  and  Everett  genealogies  ;  and  a  collection  of 
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publications  from  the  National  Museum  of  Antiquities  of 
Stockholm,  Sweden. 

The  Committee  are  glad  to  announce  that  copies  of  the 
Boston  Directory  for  1806  and  18 10  have  been  added  to 
the  Library  during  the  past  year,  making  the  set  owned  by 
the  Society  complete.  The  portion  of  the  set  from  1789 
to  1845,  inclusive,  has  been  rebound  in  an  attractive  and 
durable  form,  and  the  entire  collection  is  of  interest  and 
information  to  the  visitors  to  the  Library. 

The  Library  grows  rapidly,  and  the  additional  shelf-room 
provided  two  years  ago  is  now  filled.  Provision  for  further 
increase  must  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

If  the  examples  of  the  two  members  mentioned  were  to 
be  followed  by  others,  the  Library  would  soon  be  equipped 
to  do  its  share  of  the  work  of  the  Society  in  the  community, 
and  offer  to  students  of  history  a  mine  of  wealth. 

A  detailed  list  of  accessions  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent 

page. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  F.  Read, 
December  ^I,  ig02.  Clerk. 

ANNUAL   REPORT   OF   THE  TREASURER,   1902. 

The  Treasurer  herewith  presents  his  annual  report  for 
1902. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  Society  on  December  31,  1901, 
.consisted  of  ^27,000,  taken  at  par,  and  an  uninvested  bal- 
ance in  the  New  England  Trust  Company  of  ^2,855.40, 
making  a  total  of  ^29,855.40. 

The  Finance  Committee  purchased  on  January  21,  from 
the  accumulated  uninvested  fund,  a  ^2,000  Boston  &  Maine 
R.  R.  bond  at  a  cost  of  ^2,540. 

On  April  24,  the  Society  received  from  the  estate  of  its 
late  member,  Edward  IngersoU  Browne,  by  Francis  C.  Welch 
and  Charles  Thorndike,  executors,  the  sum  of  ^710.  This 
amount  is  71  per  cent,  of  the  legacy  of  ^1000  which  Mr. 
Browne  left  to  the  Society  in  his  will. 

On  October  i,  three  $1000  Cleveland,  Ohio,  bonds  ma- 
tured, and   from    the   proceeds,   and  from    the  accumulated 
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uninvested  funds,  there   was    purchased    on    October    14,   a 
Massachusetts  ;^5,ooo  State  bond  at  a  cost  of  ^5,483.40. 

The  Society  voted,  at  its  meeting  on  December  9,  to  re- 
ceive, upon  certain  conditions,  the  funds  of  the  Boston 
Memorial  Association.  In  accordance  with  this  vote,  there 
was  received  on  December  19,  from  the  treasurer  of  that 
Association,  Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown,  the  sum  of  ^1,179.51, 
which  awaits  investment. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  Society  at  the  close  of  the 
present  year  amount  to  $31,000,  figured  at  par,  and  produce 
an  income  of  $1,290.  There  is  also  a  balance  in  the  New 
England  Trust  Company  of  $1,427.93,  making  a  total  of 
$32,427.93. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  Society's  funds  have  so 
materially  increased  during  the  present  year ;  yet  our  efforts 
as  members  should  not  be  relaxed  in  the  endeavor  to  increase 
its  membership  with  desirable  persons,  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  which  is  to  strengthen  its  financial  condition, 

Charles  F.  Read, 

Treasurer. 

December  ^I,  ig02. 

REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Catalogue  of  the  autographs  in  the 
"  Colburn  collection,"  —  which  have  now  been  carefully  ar- 
ranged, appropriately  classified,  and  mounted  in  twelve  thick 
quarto  volumes  with  illustrative  plates  also  given  by  Mr.  Col- 
burn —  was  completed  and  has  been  printed;  it  gives  suffi- 
cient information  concerning  them,  in  a  condensed  form,  to 
identify  the  writers  and  their  relation  to  American  history, 
and  more  especially  that  of  the  Colonial  period.  It  shows 
something  of  the  value  of  our  treasures  in  this  department, 
which  is  worthy  of  careful  study. 

Until  the  present  month  the  first  in  the  series  of  pam- 
phlets reporting  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  was  the 
record  of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  January,  1883  ; 
this  has  long  been  out  of  print,  and  the  Committee  have 
therefore  caused  it  to  be  reprinted,  so  that  those  members 
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who  desire  to  do  so  may  now  complete  their  sets  —  most  of 
the  subsequent  numbers  being  also  still  obtainable.  No 
account  of  the  first  Annual  Meeting,  which  was  held  January 
10,  1882,  was  published  at  that  time;  and  it  was  thought 
desirable  to  print  from  the  records  a  small  edition  of  this 
report  also,  to  perfect  our  annals  ;  this  is  of  special  value, 
for  it  supplies  a  list  of  our  original  members,  who  then  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  eleven.  The  list  of  active  and  life 
members  to-day  shows  a  ten-fold  increase  in  our  Society, 
over  and  above  the  losses  by  deaths,  removals,  and  other 
causes.  Certainly  no  better  evidence  could  be  given  of  the 
interest  the  public  feels  in  the  Bostonian  Society,  and  of 
the  cordial  manner  in  which  it  has  approved  and  sustained 
its  objects.  These  two  Reports  are  now  for  sale  at  the 
Society's  rooms. 

The  entire  edition  of  the  previous  Catalogue  of  our  collec- 
tions having  been  disposed  of,  and  some  necessary  changes 
having  been  made  in  the  arrangement,  etc.,  of  the  numerous 
articles  of  an  antiquarian  character  in  our  cabinets,  which 
have  so  much  to  interest  the  student  of  Boston's  past  history, 
it  was  found  desirable  to  publish  a  new  edition.  The  sale  of 
these  Catalogues  has  always  returned  to  our  treasury  the 
amount  expended,  and  something  more,  and  they  have  also 
proved  a  valuable  means  of  affording  information  to  visitors 
and  members,  as  well  as  of  bringing  new  gifts  or  loans  to 
our  exhibits.  During  the  last  year  the  amount  received  from 
sales  of  our  publications,  and  from  souvenirs,  was  about 
^300.00. 

The  Committee  have  selected  for  reproduction  as  a  front- 
ispiece of  this  issue  of  the  Annual  Proceedings,  Paul  Re- 
vere's  famous  hand-colored  engraving  of  the  Boston  Massacre, 
that  important  event  in  the  Revolutionary  history  of  Boston, 
which  occurred  v/ithin  a  few  steps  of  the  Old  State  House, 
the  home  of  the  Bostonian  Societ3^ 

The  Society  is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  an  excellent 
copy,  which  is  even  more  interesting  and  valuable  on  account 
of  its  historical  associations.  It  is  in  the  original  frame,  and 
has,  pasted  on  the  back,  the  following  memorandum:  — 
"Given  in  1825   to  Josiah   Quincy  (1772-1864)  by  his  aunt, 
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Mrs.  Storer,  sister  of  Josiali  Quincy,  Jr.,  who  defended  Cap- 
tain Preston."  Signed  Eliza  Susan  Quincy,  5  Park  Street, 
Boston,  March  5,  1870.     [Tlie  Centennial  of  the  event]. 

Paul  Revere's  Massacre  is,  perhaps,  the  best  known  of 
the  early  examples  of  American  art,  and  is  eagerly  sought 
for  by  many  private  collectors.  A  copy  was  sold  in  Boston 
in   1 90 1  for  ^800.00. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  call  for  duplicates  of  the 
colored  illustrations  printed  in  previous  years,  which  are 
photographic  reproductions,  reduced  of  course  to  suitable 
size  for  publishing  in  our  Proceedings  ;  this  demand  is  grati- 
fying, as  it  shows  that  the  plan  proposed  some  three  years 
ago  by  your  Committee  has  been  appreciated  by  the  public. 
There  has  been  a  desire  for  accurate  copies  of  these  quaint 
pictures,  which  are  among  the  treasures  of  our  collections, 
and  our  reproductions  have  been  selected  with  this  in  view. 
Originals  have  long  been  unattainable. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  F.  Read, 

Clerk. 

REPORT   OF   THE  NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Francis  H.  Manning,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to 
nominate  Officers  of  the  Society  for  1903,  made  the  follow- 
ing report :  — - 

For  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

Charles  F.  Read. 


Curtis  Guild, 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish, 
Benjamin  C.  Clark, 
James  F.  Hunnewell 


For  Directors. 

Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
David  H.  Coolidge, 
Albert  A.  Folsom, 
William  H.  Lincoln, 
William  T.  R.  Marvin. 

[Signed]  Francis  H.  Manning,   Chairman^ 

RuFus  G.  F.  Candage, 
Francis  H,  Brown, 
Robert  B.  Williams, 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 

Committee. 
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The  Report  was  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to 
ballot.  The  result,  as  ascertained  by  the  tellers,  Messrs. 
Wm.  Tracy  Eustis  and  Frank  A.  Waterman,  showed  that  the 
candidates  were  unanimously  elected. 

It  was  voted  that  the  President's  address  and  the  various 
reports  of  the  committees  as  submitted  be  printed  in  the 
Annual  Proceedings. 

Adjourned. 

Charles  F.  Read, 

Clerk. 
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THE    LIFE    AND    ACTIVITIES   OF   HON.   JOHN 
READ  OF   BOSTON. 

The  following  paper  was  read  before  the  Society,  Nov.  ii, 
ig02,  by  George  B,  Reed  :  — 

The  Honorable  John  Read,  a  distinguished  lawyer  and 
citizen  of  Boston  in  provincial  days,  1722-1749,  "had  as  great 
a  genius,"  said  President  John  Adams,  "and  became  as  emi- 
nent as  any  man,"  and  he  prefaced  his  remark  with  this  say- 
ing of  Mr.  Read's  :  "  My  knowledge  of  the  law  cost  me  seven 
years'  hard  study  in  that  great  chair." 

It  is  my  purpose  in  this  paper  to  speak  of  Mr.  Read  more 
particularly  as  a  lawyer  and  of  his  career  as  such,  premising 
that  what  I  have  to  say  must  necessarily  be  fragmentary,  for 
but  little  relating  to  his  activities  has  come  down  to  us  through 
the  hundred  and  fifty  years  since  his  death.  He  was  a  native 
of  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  born  January  29th,  1679,  the  son  of 
William  Read  of  that  town  and  grandson  of  William  Read, 
an  early  settler  of  Stratford,  afterwards  of  Norwalk ;  both 
were  men  of  property  and  distinction  ;  his  mother  (Deborah) 
was  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Baldwin  of  Fairfield,  "  ancestor 
of  an  eminent  and  highly  honored  family."  In  the  year  1692 
he  entered  Harvard  College  and  also  his  'teens,  and  graduated 
in  1697,  seventh  in  a  class  of  fourteen.  For  the  information 
of  College  "boys,"  I  would  say  that  nothing  has  come  down 
to  us  of  his  college  career  save  what  appears  in  the  following 
paraphrase  of  the  first  verse  of  the  Psalms,  repeated  extevt- 
pore  by  a  sedate  fellow-student  on  leaving  a  classmate's  room 
after  "  picking  himself  up  "  from  the  floor  amid  the  wreck  of 
the  chair  in  which,  on  entering,  he  was  invited  to  sit :  * 

"  Blest  is  the  man  who  hath  not  lent 
To  wicked  Read  his  ear, 
Nor  spent  his  life  as  Collins  hath, 
Nor  sat  in  Southmayd's  chair." 

♦Anecdote  of  Rev.  Hugh   Adams  in   Farmer  and  Moore's  Hist.  Coll.  of 
N.  H.,  Vol.  2. 
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On  leaving  College  Mr.  Read  turned  his  attention  to  the 
ministry,  the  only  field  of  activity,  influence  and  usefulness 
for  educated  men  in  those  days ;  and  after  some  months' 
preparation  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  entered  upon 
his  labors  in  that  calling,  preaching  first  at  Waterbury,  Con- 
necticut, then  at  East  Hartford  for  a  time,  and  about  three 
years  at  Stratford,  when  he  began  the  study  of  the  law,  which 
at  that  time,  as  a  science,  was  in  its  infancy,  so  to  speak,  in 
this  country ;  courts  having  been  established  (under  the  Pro- 
vincial Charter)  but  a  few  years  before,  in  1692. 

What  led  him  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  the  law  is  not 
now  known.  It  may  have  been  owing  to,  or  have  grown  out 
of,  the  contentions  which  he  and  his  friends  and  associates  of 
Stratford  had  with  parties  from  Old  Milford  for  lands  includ- 
ing the  rich  intervales  on  the  Housatonic  River  in  New  Mil- 
ford.  It  appears  that,  after  he  had  obtained  titles  to  these 
lands  given  many  years  before  by  the  Indians,  which  titles 
had  been  received  under  a  permit  from  the  General  Court 
in  1670,  with  no  restrictions  or  conditions,  a  patent  was  given 
by  the  General  Assembly  in  1703,  covering  the  same  lands, 
to  parties  from  Old  Milford  who  brought  suits  of  ejectment. 
Mr.  Read  acted  as  attorney  for  himself  in  defence ;  and  in  a 
petition  to  the  General  Assembly  he  says  that,  after  gaining 
his  case  in  court  fifteen  times,  he  lost  it  on  the  sixteenth. 

As  this  petition  is  interesting  personally  and  historically, 
and  withal  unique  of  its  kind,  I  give  it  quite  in  full ;  it  was 
addressed  to  the  General  Assembly  sitting  at  New  Haven  in 
1710: 

May  it  please  the  Honorable  Court :  Misfortunes  in  my  ad- 
ventures have  undone  me  utterly,  for  as  I  thought  with  a  prudent 
foresight  I  purchased  about  twenty  thousand  acres  of  lands  in 
Wiantinock  [New  Milford  and  vicinity],  parcel  of  a  purchase  of  thirty 
nine,  recorded  in  May  last ;  had  spent  much  to  settle  and  defend  it ; 
settled  some  inhabitants  with  me  yr  afterwards,  tried  ye  title  and 
defended  it  against  home  pretenders.  Sixteen  times  have  I  been  to 
Court  about  it,  ever  gaining  till  ye  last  Courts  Assistants  wherein  I 
finally  lost;  and  am  utterly  discouraged  and  broken — finding  two 
things,  ist  that  I  am  not  able  to  maintain  suits  forever,  and  that 
Indian  titles  are  grown  into  utter  contempt,  which  things  make  me 
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weary  of  the  world.  Wherefore  I  pray,  seeing  I  nor  my  father 
have  had  not  one  foot  of  land  by  division  or  grant  of  town  or 
county,  tho'  spending  all  our  days  in  it,  that  I  may  have  liberty  if  I 
can  find  a  place  in  ye  colony  (whch  I  know  not  yet  of)  not  granted 
to  nor  purchased  by  any ;  y't  by  your  allowance  I  may  settle  it 
with  some  others  of  my  friends,  where  in  obscurity  we  may  get  a 
poor  living,  and  pray  for  your  health  and  prosperity  with  great 
content. 

"This  Indian  deed  to  Mr.  Read,"  says  Mr.  Orcutt  in  his 
excellent  History  of  New  Milford,  "  had  stood  on  the  records, 
sanctioned  by  a  court  decision'  more  than  thirty  years,  w^hen 
the  General  Assembly  gave  the  permit  to  the  Old  Milford 
Company,  and  the  deed  was  received  upon  the  specific  condi- 
tions that  the  plantation  should  interfere  with  no  other 
titles." 

It  appears  from  records  that  Mr.  Read  was  duly  granted 
lands  in  and  about  what  is  now  New  Fairfield,  bordering  on 
the  Province  of  New  York,  but,  not  choosing  it  as  a  place  of 
residence,  he  located  within  the  bounds  of  the  present  town 
of  Reading,  in  that  part  of  it  then  and  now  called  Lonetown, 
a  very  pleasant  locality,  where  he  erected  a  manor-house, 
naming  the  estate  "  Manor  of  Lonetown."  "  Here,"  says  the 
late  Lawyer  Beers  of  Fairfield,  in  his  Address  on  Mr.  Read, 
delivered  before  the  Fairfield  County  (Conn.)  Historical  So- 
ciety, "  were  his  professional  headquarters,  his  counting- 
room  as  a  large  operator  in  real  estate,  and  the  point  from 
which  he  journeyed  to  the  General  Assembly  when  a  mem- 
ber ;  and  it  was  here  that  he  wrote  the  following  curious 
document  that  quaintly  emphasizes  his  saying  that  '  Indian 
deeds  had  grown  into  utter  contempt.'  " 

Know  ail  men  by  these  crooked  scrawls  and  seals  yt  we  Chick- 
ens, alias  Sam  Mohawk,  and  Naseco  do  solemnly  declare  that  we 
are  owners  of  ye  tract  of  land  called  Lonetown,  fenced  around 
between  Danbury  and  Fairfield  ;  and  John  Read,  Governor  and 
Commander-in-chief  thereof  and  of  ye  Dominions  thereupon  de- 
pending, desiring  to  please  us  have  plied  the  foot  and  given  us 
three  pounds  in  money,  and  promised  us  a  house  next  autumn. 
In  consideration  thereof  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  to  him  and 
his  heirs  forever,  the  farm  above  mentioned  and  corn  appurtaining 
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and  further  of  our  free  will,  motion,  and  soverain  pleasure  make 
ye  land  Manour ;  Indowing  ye  land  thereof,  and  creating  said  John 
Read,  Lord  Justice  and  Soverain  Pontiff  of  ye  same  to  him  and 
his  heirs  forever.  Witness  our  crooked  marks  and  borrowed  seals 
this  seventh  day  of  May,  17 14. 

In  presence  of  Chickens,  his  X  mark. 

Liacus,  his  ?  crook.  alias 

Sam   Mohawk. 

Martha  Harney,  her  X  mark, 

Naseco,  his  ?  mark. 

The  above  mentioned  personally  appeared  and  acknowledged  ye 
above  Instrument  yr  free  act  and  cheerful  deed,  in  Fairfield,  ye  7th 
day  of  May  17 14  before  me 

Nathan  Gold,  Dep.  Gov. 

his  S  seal. 

This  document,  still  preserved  in  the  original,  has  some- 
thing of  the  savor  of  trifling,  but  it  really  came  before  the 
Deputy  Governor  and  v^ras  legally  binding. 

Mr.  Read  was  admitted  to  the  bar  October  6,  1708,  at  New 
Haven,  and  we  may  infer  from  the  following  incident  that  he 
at  once  exhibited  much  zeal  in  his  clients'  cause,  for  at  the 
next  term  of  Court,  May,  1709,  he  was  admonished  by  the 
Court  and  forbidden  to  plead  until  he  should  make  an 
acknowledgment,  which  he  did  October  following,  of  not 
intending  any  contempt.  It  is  said  his  offence  was,  inti- 
mating that  the  Court  was  partial  in  a  matter.  This  was 
too  much  for  the  staid  and  stately  Governor  and  his  Assist- 
ants to  stand,  at  least  from  so  young  a  "practitioner." 

May  22,  1712,  he  was  appointed  Queen's  Attorney  for  the 
Colony,  and  held  the  office  several  years.  His  name  appears 
often  in  the  "  Connecticut  Colonial  Records  "  in  connection 
with  matters  before  the  Courts  and  the  General  Assembly. 
He  was  largely  interested  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real 
estate  and  in  procuring  grants  of  lands  from  the  Colonial 
Government.  He  was  one  of  the  purchasers  of  the  "  Equi- 
valent Lands,"  so  called, — 105,793  acres  given  by  Massachu- 
setts to  Connecticut  in  settlement  of  a  boundary  question, 
and  by  the  latter  sold  at  auction   in    17 16.     Ten  thousand 
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acres  of  the  lands  included  in  his  share  were  in  one  body, 
located  in  what  is  now  the  township  of  Ware,  in  Hampshire 
County,  and  were  known  as  the  **  Manor  of  Peace,"  as  being 
a  peace  offering  to  Connecticut. 

As  the  sale  of  these  lands  was  a  noted  one  in  its  day,  and 
the  parties  to  it  were  leading  citizens  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  most  of  them  being  residents  of  Boston,  I  will, 
if  the  digression  be  permitted,  give  a  short  history  of  the 
affair,  together  with  the  names  of  those  forming  the  "  syndi- 
cate," as  we  should  term  it  in  our  day,  who  made  the  purchase, 
or  rather  for  whom  the  purchase  was  made. 

The  settlement  of  the  line  of  boundary  between  Connect- 
icut and  Massachusetts,  in  1713,  threw  within  the  line  of 
Connecticut  the  towns  of  Enfield,  Somers,  Woodstock,  and 
Sufifield,  which  had  thus  far  been  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Massachusetts.  By  an  agreement  between  the  two  colonies 
these  towns  were  allowed  to  remain  under  Massachusetts  rule, 
in  consideration  of  which  that  colony  granted  a  tract  of  land 
to  Connecticut.  This  land  became  known  as  the  Equivalent 
Lands,  and  embraced  Belchertown,  Pelham,  and  parts  of 
Prescott  and  Ware,  and  other  localities.  They  were  sold  by 
the  Connecticut  Commissioners,  Matthew  Allyn,  Joseph  Tal- 
cott,  Roger  Wolcott  and  Aaron  Cooke,  at  a  vendue  holden  at 
Hartford,  April  24th  and  25th,  17 16,  for  683  pounds,  which 
was  the  most  that  was  offered,  being  less  than  one  farthing 
per  acre,  says  Trumbull.  William  Pitkin  bid  them  off  for  the 
following-named  persons,  as  appears  from  the  deed  on  record 
at  Springfield,  viz.  : 

Gurdon  Saltonstall  Esq  of  New  London,  Paul  Dudley,  Adding- 
ton  Davenport,  Thomas  Fitch  and  Anthony  Stoddard  of  Boston 
Esqrs,  William  Brattle  of  Cambridge  clerk,  Ebenezer  Pemberton 
of  Boston  clerk,  William  Dummer  of  Boston  merchant  for  himself 
and  his  brother  Jeremiah  Dummer  Esq,  Jonathan  Belcher  merchant, 
John  White  gentleman  both  of  Boston  aforesaid,  and  William  Clark 
in  Common  street  in  Boston  aforesaid  merchant,  John  Wainwright 
of  the  same  town  merchant  for  himself  and  Henry  Newman  Esq 
and  John  Caswell  merchants  both  of  London,  Samuel  Appleton 
and  Addington  Davenport  Esqrs  as  feoffers  in  trust  for  Dame  Mary 
Saltonstall  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Gurdon   Saltonstall  Esq,  Nathan 
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Gold  of  Fairfield  in  said  Colony  Esq  for  himself  and  Peter  Burr  of 
the  same  town  Esq,  John  Stoddard  of  Northampton  in  the  said 
Province  Esq  for  himself  and  Elisha  Williams  of  Wethersfield  in 
said  Colony  Gentleman,  and  John  Read  of  Lonetown  in  said  Colony 
Gentleman." 

The  lands  were  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  several  plats  and 
divided  into  sixteen  shares. 

In  May,  17 19,  Mr.  Read  was  appointed  by  Connecticut 
one  of  the  commissioners  on  the  boundary  line  between  that 
colony  and  New  York ;  and  in  March,  1720,  was  appointed 
commissioner  to  consult  with  commissioners  from  the  Prov- 
inces of  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island, 
as  to  the  means  for  recovering  the  credit  of  the  paper  money 
in  circulation.  The  record  of  the  appointment  reads  as  fol- 
lows :  * 

Whereas,  It  has  been  proposed  that  commissioners  from  this 
Colony  and  from  the  Provinces  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  New 
Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island,  meet  at  Boston  and  consider  in  what 
manner  the  credit  of  the  bills  of  said  governments  may  be  best 
recovered  and  supported,  and  prepare  a  report  to  be  made  thereon 
to  the  Assemblies  of  the  said  governments, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Read,  as  a  commissioner  from  this 
government,  attend  the  said  meeting,  and  endeavour,  with  them,  to 
prepare  such  a  report,  and  lay  it  before  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Colony  in  May  next. 

His  report,!  proposing  how  to  mend  the  value  of  the 
paper  money  that  Connecticut  has  put  in  circulation,  is  an 
-interesting  document,  in  which  he  states  the  "necessity"  for 
so  doing,  "the  remedy,"  and  "the  present  advantages"  for 
doing  it.      He  says  : 

The  paper  money  now  abroad  daily  sinks  in  its  value  and 
estimation,  that  already  it  don't  serve  as  a  just  medium  of  trade, 
but  the  merchants  raise  their  goods,  I  believe,  to  what  they  think 
it  will  sink  to  before  they  are  paid,  and  so  the  husbandry  (the  stay 
of  the  land)  always  come  off  the  worst  by  it ;  and  its  sinking  faster 
and  faster  will  make  it  issue  in  evils  unforeseen.  Perhaps  it  may 
be   [ordered  redeemed]  by  Act  of  Parliament,  or  by  other  orders 

*  Connecticut  Colonial  Records. 

t  Connecticut  Archives,  Finance  and  Currency,  Vol.  2,  Doc.  154. 
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from  England  ;  and  if  the  order  comes  it  may  bring  other  incon- 
veniences with  it,  and  doubtless  it  is  best  to  give  our  fathers  at 
home  no  occasion  to  reform  any  real  evils  among  us,  lest  we  be 
grieved  at  the  measures  taken  with  us.  At  the  best,  in  the  course 
it  is  now  in,  it  will  soon  come  to  be  no  medium  of  trade,  nor  at  all 
serve  the  purposes  proposed  ;  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  give 
silver  money  for  the  payment  of  those  old  broken  rags  wherever 
they  are  found  —  for  money  it  will  not  be,  and  money  we  must  have 
and  be  just. 


In  1722  Mr.  Read  came  to  Boston  to  live,  residing  at  first  on 
Hanover  Street  where  now  stands  the  American  House,  and 
later  removing  to  a  mansion  on  Queen  Street,  now  Court 
Street,  the  site  of  the  present  "  Minot  Building,"  opposite 
the  old  Court  House. 

It  is  evident  that  his  reputation  as  a  man  of  high  charac- 
ter, and  his  fame  as  a  lawyer,  had  preceded  him,  for  he  at 
once  entered  upon  a  large  law  practice,  and  the  following 
year  (1723)  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  Attorney  General 
of  the  Province. 

Before  proceeding  further  to  note  in  detail  his  career  here 
in  Boston,  I  would  give  a  general  outline  of  his  character, 
ability,  and  influence  as  a  lawyer,  as  portrayed  by  Mr.  Knapp 
in  his  "Biographical  Sketches  of  Eminent  Lawyers,  States- 
men, and  Men  of  Letters,"  published  in  1821  :  — 

At  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  John  Read,  a  man  of 
genius  and  profound  acquirements,  began  his  career  as  a  lawyer. 
To  sterling  integrity,  extensive  views  and  decision  of  character,  he 

added  industry He   reduced   the   jarring  and  contradictory 

forms  of  practice  to  a  system  ;  taught  courts  the  advantages  of 
precedents,  and  practitioners  the  value  of  knowledge.  All  that 
has  come  down  to  us  from  him  shows  acumen,  research,  and  vigor 

of  understanding He  was  distinguished  for  genius,  beloved 

by  the  votaries  of  literature,  reverenced  by  the  contemporary 
patriots  of  his  country,  the  pride  of  the  bar,  the  light  of  the  law, 
and  chief  among  the  wise,  the  witty  and  the  eloquent  —  one  who 
lived  long  and  did  much,  but  yet  of  whom  so  little  is  matter  of 
historical  record  that  a  single  page  would  contain  all  that  is  writ- 
ten of  him.  It  is  painful  to  think  that  a  man  so  proudly  pre- 
eminent among  his   peers   should  now  be  so  buried  in  obscurity. 
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Tradition,  it  is  true,  is  stored  with  anecdotes  of  him,  but  we  look 
in  vain  for  written  memorials To  prove  that  he  was  a  pro- 
found lawyer,  not  trammeled  by  the  mere  letter  of  the  law,  nor 
confused  by  its  prolixity,  it  is  only  necessary  to  look  at  his  legal 
labors  which  are  now  extant.  He  from  his  own  high  responsi- 
bility reduced  the  quaint,  redundant  and  obscure  phraseology  of 
the  English  deeds  of  conveyance  to  their  present  short,  clear  and 
simple  forms  now  in  common  use  among  us.  Forms  seemingly 
prolix  have  generally  their  use,  and  most  lawyers  are  attached  to 
them  from  habit,  and  from  a  belief  that  it  is  better  to  be  tautological 
than  obscure  from  too  much  brevity.  His  influence  and  authority 
must  have  been  great  as  a  lawyer  to  have  brought  these  retrenched 
forms  into  general  use.  The  declarations  which  he  made  and 
used  in  civil  actions  have  many  of  them  come  down  to  us  as  prece- 
dents, and  are  amongst  the  finest  specimens  of  special  pleading 
which  can  be  found.  Story  has  preserved  some  of  his  forms,  and 
Parsons  used  to  say  that  many  other  lawyers  had  assumed  his 
works  as  a  special  pleader  as  their  own,  and  that  the  honors  due 
him   had,  by  carelessness  or  accident,  been  given  to  others  who 

had  only  copied  his  forms His  method  of  managing  causes, 

his  terse  arguments,  his  cutting  irony,  his  witticisms,  and  his  good 
nature,  too,  were  well  known  to  that  generation  of  lawyers  to  which 
Gridley,  Trowbridge  and  Pynchon  belonged  ;  and  facts  illustrating 
his  powers  and  disposition  were  familiar  to  the  next  —  to  Lowell, 
Parsons,  and  those  just  gone.  Everything  said  of  him  went  to 
show  his  genius,  his  learning,  sagacity,  eccentricity,  integrity  and 
benevolence. 

I  have  said  that  Mr.  Read  was  elected  in  1723  by  the 
Legislature  Attorney  General ;  he  was  also  chosen  in  1724, 
but  the  Governor  negatived  the  vote,  not  that  he  objected  to 
Mr.  Read,  but  he  claimed  the  authority  to  appoint,  and  this 
difference  of  opinion,  and  contention  between  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Governor  and  Council  over  the  office 
continued  unabated  and  unsettled  for  many  years,  even  down 
to  the  adoption  of  our  State  Constitution.  It  was  about  the 
only  office  connected  with  the  Courts  in  which  there  was  any 
question  as  to  where  the  authority  to  choose  really  rested. 
This  matter  has  of  late  years  been  thoroughly  looked  up  and 
written  up  by  one  fully  competent  to  do  so,*  and  the  record 

*  Mr.  Abner  C.  Goodell. 
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is  very  interesting  historically,  but  I  will  not  enter  upon  it  ; 
sufficient  for  my  narrative  here  to  say,  that  amid  all  the  dis- 
sensions between  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  Mr. 
Read  was  chosen  and  consented  to  for  the  office  in  1725, 
1726,  and  1727.  His  election  not  being  consented  to  in  1724 
enabled  him  to  defend,  or  to  take  some  part  in  the  defence  of 
a  Boston  bookseller  in  a  suit  for  libel  brought  against  him  by 
the  Government,  which  attracted  much  attention  at  the  time. 
On  his  client's  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court  for  arrest  of 
judgment  Mr.  Read  made  an  able  argument  which  has  been 
preserved.  A  full  account  of  this  trial  has  been  written  by 
one  of  our  leading  local  historical  writers,*  from  which  I 
extract  the  following  graphic  description  of  the  sittings  of  the 
Court  in  those  days  : — 

On  the  3d  of  the  month  (November)  Anno  Domini  1724,  in  the 
Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  familiar  to  all  Bostonians, 
the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  and  Assize  opened  its  session. 
The  Judges,  the  Jury,  and  the  Attorneys  were  all  in  their  places. 
A  slight  draft  on  the  imagination  will  furnish  a  vivid  picture  of  this 
Court  room  as  it  appeared  on  that  crispy  autumnal  morning.  A 
few  fagots  of  hickory  were  blazing  on  the  ample  hearth.  The  arms 
of  the  House  of  Hanover  and  portraits  of  the  royal  family  of  Eng- 
land were  looking  down  from  the  walls  of  the  spacious  room,  to 
give  dignity  and  authority  to  the  proceedings  of  the  highest  legal 
tribunal  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  At  one  side^ 
on  a  dais  slightly  raised,  sat  the  Chief-Justice,  and  on  either  side 
the  Associate  Justices  all  in  their  official  robes,  bands,  and  wigs.  .  . 
Around  a  spacious  table,  near  the  centre  of  the  room  were  the 
attorneys  in  their  citizens'  dress.  Among  them  was  Robert  Auch- 
muty  acting  in  place  of  the  Attorney  General  by  appointment  of  the 
Council,  and  not  far  removed  was  the  distinguished  John  Read, 
already  the  corypheus  of  the  Boston  Bar,  and  near  him  his  client. 
In  their  proper  place  sat  the  impanelled  jury.  Besides  these,  there 
were  present  in  an  unofficial  way,  we  may  believe,  the  ministers  both 
of  the  Church  of  England  and  of  the  Dissenters  and  other  gentle- 
men drawn  thither  by  their  interest  in  this  trial.  The  chief  interest 
centred  in  the  arguments  of  the  learned,  able  and  distinguished 
counsel  on  both  sides.     After  the  usual  formalities,  the  administra- 

*  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slafter,  D.  D. 
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tion  of  the  oath  to  the  jurors,  the  reading  of  the  indictment,  the 
trial  was  opened. 

The  argument  of  Mr.  Read  in  arrest  of  judgment  in  this 
case,  was  written  out  in  his  own  hand  and  signed  by  him,  and 
is  still  preserved  in  the  files  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

In  1727  Mr.  Read  appeared  again  in  quite  a  celebrated 
case,  this  time  before  the  Legislature,  in  behalf  of  the  Min- 
isters of  the  Church  of  England  in  Boston,  claiming  the  right 
to  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege by  force  of  the  term  "  teaching  elders "  in  the  first 
charter  of  the  College  granted  in  1642,  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers denying  their  right  by  force  of  these  terms.  The  reply 
of  the  Ministers  to  the  answer  of  the  Overseers,  says  Presi- 
dent Quincy  in  his  History  of  the  College,  "  was  prepared 
and  signed  by  their  counsel,  John  Read,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  lawyers  of  that  period  in  New  England ; "  and  their 
right  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  was  maintained  on  various 
grounds,  one  of  these  being  that 

They  have  been  duly  ordained,  instituted  and  inducted  into  their 
respective  churches,  and  are  in  fact  proper  teaching  elders  of  these 
churches,  as  we  have  alleged,  and  are  ready  to  prove,  and  this  has 
not  been  denied  by  the  answer  aforesaid,  and  therefore  they  are  by 
the  Act  [of  1642]  made  Overseers,  and  have  a  right  to  sit  as  such. 

..  Upon  the  whole,  we  account  the  College  a  common  interest,  and 
beg  leave,  with  the  answers,  to  call  it  our  College^  and  the  said  Act 
our  depositum.  They  will  have  nevertheless  benefit  of  it,  and  we 
shall  all  have  the  more  charity,  and  the  better  title  to  a  blessing  on 
it,  which  is  and  shall  be  the  constant  prayer  of  your  Honors'  most 
bumble  Orators. 

(Signed)  John  Read  '^  Qiier. 

An  incident  took  place  in  Boston  in  the  following  year 
{1728)  that  led  to  a  contest  in  the  settlement  of  an  estate 
surpassing  in  many  respects  even  those  of  our  own  day  ; 
it  extended  over  several  years  of  time.  At  its  crisis  Mr. 
Read  appeared   as   counsel  for  the  heirs-at-law,  and  his  pre- 
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sentation  of  the  matter  to  the  Governor  and  Council  put  an 
end  to  the  case,  so  far  at  least,  we  may  believe,  as  the  courts 
in  this  country  were  concerned.  The  case  is  clearly  stated, 
and  sufficiently  full  for  our  understanding  of  the  matter,  in 
the  answer  of  Mr.  Read  to  the  appeal,  which  I  quote  in  full, 
avoiding  the  abbreviated  form  of  words  in  general  use  at  that 
day,  and  the  inserting  of  the  real  names  of  the  parties  :  — 

Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  SS. 

To  his  Excelle7icy  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq^.  Captain  General  and  Gov- 
ejmor  in  Chief,  and  the  Honorable  Council. 

Andrew  Sewall  of  Boston  Esq^  for  himself  and  others  the  next 
friends  of  Howard  Phelps  late  of  Boston  deceased, 

Humbly  Showeth, 

That  Gordon  Phelps  of  Boston  Esq^  Administrator  of  the  es- 
tate of  the  said  Howard  Phelps  deceased  has  taken  the  personal 
estate  of  the  said  Howard  and  converted  the  same  to  his  own  use, 
and  after  waiting  some  years  for  his  account  thereof,  the  honorable 
Judge  of  Probate  impowered  the  said  Andrew  Sewall  to  sue  for  the 
penalty  of  his  administration  bond,  and  by  the  Judgment  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  Boston  in  February  last  [1733]  he  recovered 
Judgment  against  him  for  the  amount  thereof  and  costs. 

That  your  petitioners  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  April  last  peti- 
tioned the  said  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  money  to  be  paid  to  and 
amongst  them,  and  instead  of  that,  his  Honor  made  a  decree  that 
he  would  pay  the  said  sum  to  them  in  equal  parts,  they  giving  bond 
to  refund  upon  proper  occasion,  and  the  said  Gordon  Phelps  ap- 
pealed to  Your  Excellency  and  this  honorable  Board  from  that 
decree,  and  his  appeal  was  allowed  accordingly. 

Now  may  it  please  your  Excellency  the  said  Andrew  Sewall  hum- 
bly conceives  that  there  was  no  colour  for  the  said  appeal  by  law, 
and  the  reason  truly  is  that  there  is  no  colour  for  the  decree.  The 
Judge  of  Probate  is  impowered  to  make  decrees  for  the  division  of 
the  intestate's  estate  and  take  bonds  of  the  Administrator  that  he 
shall  perform  his  decrees,  but  when  the  Judge  of  Probate  cannot 
come  at  the  knowledge  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  nor  make  any 
order  upon  him  to  pay  any  of  it  out,  but  is  forced  to  sue  the  Admin- 
istration bond  against  the  Administrator  and  recovers  the  money 
into  his  own  hands  'tis  for  the  use  of  the  next  of  kin,  and  he  is  to 
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pay  it  directly  to  and  among  them,  and  it  is  demandable  of  him  by 
action  of  the  Common  Law  as  so  much  money  received  for  the 
use  of  the  next  of  kin,  and  their  receipts  discharge  him  and  there 
is  no  use  nor  room  for  a  decree  touching  it,  as  your  petitioners  hum- 
bly conceive.  Wherefore  your  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  the  said 
appeal  may  be  discharged  and  the  Judge  of  Probate  suffered  to  pay 
the  parties  the  money  recovered  by  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court 
aforesaid,  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  &c. 

Jn?  Read  ^  Quer. 
In  Council  May  4,  1733  Read  and  Or- 
dered that  the  Petitioners  forthwith  serve 
Gordon  Phelps  Esqr.  with  a  copy  of  the 
Petition,  and  that  he  give  in  his  answer 
thereto  as  soon  as  may  be. 

J.  Belcher. 

It  is  evident  from  what  follows  that  the  order  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  was  complied  with,  and  the  case  decided 
against  Gordon  Phelps,  and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
granted,  for  the  case  was  carried  by  Phelps  on  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  in  England  on  the  plea  that  the  English  law  of 
primogeniture  was  in  force  in  Massachusetts,  by  which  he 
claimed  the  property,  and  the  Council  there  confirmed  the 
decision  here  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Mr.  Read  was  employed  by  Connecticut  in  her  controversy 
with  New  York  and  also  with  Rhode  Island  as  to  boundary 
lines,  and  by  Massachusetts  in  her  controversy  as  to  the  same 
with  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island.  He  was  also  Attor- 
ney for  the  Town  of  Boston  in  many  important  cases, —  one 
of  which  (an  ejectment  case)  relating  to  land  in  Dock  Square 
and  vicinity  leased  to  parties  by  the  Town  was  in  the  Courts 
for  several  years  (1733-1739),  and  after  many  trials,  retrials 
and  trials  anew,  was  finally  decided  in  favor  of  the  Town,  and 
on  appeal  to  the  King  in  Council  the  decision  of  the  Superior 
Court^here  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Read  had  a  great  knowledge  of  the  science  of  special 
pleading.*  Judge  Trowbridge,  in  speaking  of  this,  related 
the  following  anecdote  to  a  gentleman  of  the  bar,  then  living. 
The  facts  show  sagacity  and  acuteness,  then  the  great  requis- 

*  From  "  Knapp's  Biographical  Sketches." 
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ites  for  distinction,  and  which  at  all  times  have  their  weight 
in  making  up  a  lawyer's  character  : 

A  merchant  of  Salem,  or  Boston,  who  had  a  ship  and  cargo 
seized  by  the  King's  custom-house  officer  for  a  breach  of  the  Acts 
of  Trade,  applied  to  Mr.  Read  for  advice.  He  told  him  to  replevy 
the  ship  and  cargo,  and  a  writ  of  replevin  was  made  out  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  old  Province  law,  commanding  the  sherifE  to 
replevy  the  same,  and  deliver  them  to  the  plaintiff  upon  his  giving 
bond  to  answer  the  cost  and  damages  at  the  next  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  and  respond  to  the  judgment  finally  given  thereon,  and 
summon  the  seizing  officer  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  he  had 
taken  away  and  impounded  the  ship  and  cargo.  And  as  the  abat- 
ing of  writs  seemed  at  that  time  to  be  a  great  part  of  the  practice, 
Mr.  Read  intentionally  had  given  the  defendant  in  replevin  no 
addition,  or  else  a  wrong  one.  On  the  day  of  the  sitting  of  the 
court,  his  client  came  to  him  in  great  agitation,  and  told  him  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant  had  found  a  flaw  in  the  writ  and  intended 
to  have  it  abated.  Mr.  Read  endeavored  to  calm  his  client's  appre- 
hensions, without  letting  him  into  the  secret  of  his  intentions,  and 
told  him  to  enter  the  action.  Upon  the  sitting  of  the  court  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant  whispered  across  the  table  to  Mr.  Read, 
informing  him  of  the  mistake  made  in  the  writ,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  have  it  abated.  Mr.  Read,  having  examined  the  writ 
and  finding  it  erroneous,  desired  defendant's  counsel  to  let  him 
mend  it,  but  he  refused,  Mr.  Read  then  told  him  if  he  would  take 
advantage  of  his  mistake  he  could  not  help  it,  but  he  must  plead 
it;  and  thereupon  a  plea  of  abatement  was  made,  in  writing  —  for 
some  time  such  pleas  were  made  ore  tenus  (word  of  mouth)  — that 
the  writ  might  abate  and  for  costs  —  without  requesting  a  return  of 
the  ship  and  cargo,  and  judgment  was  made  up  accordingl}'.  Then 
Mr.  Read  told  his  client  to  let  execution  be  taken  out  against  him, 
and  when  the  officer  came  to  serve  it  to  pay  the  sum,  and  not 
before.  At  the  next  term  suit  was  brought  on  the  bond,  and  Mr. 
Read  prayed  oyer  of  the  bond  and  condition,  and  pleaded  in  bar 
that  he  had  fully  complied  and  performed  its  conditions  by  enter- 
ing and  prosecuting  the  suit  to  final  judgment,  and  by  paying  the 
execution,  in  proof  of  which  he  produced  the  sheriff's  return  on 
the  same.  The  merchant  having  sent  his  ship  to  sea  upon  her 
restoration  to  him  by  the  writ  of  replevin,  there  was  an  end  to  the 
cause. 
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Mr.  Read  "was,  withal,  eccentric,  and  among  other  in- 
stances of  it  he  used  to  travel  incognito  into  the  other  colo- 
nies, and  occasionally  would  volunteer  in  the  defence  of 
actions,  and  always  astonished  both  courts  and  juries  by  his 
profound  learning,  his  captivating  eloquence  and  his  sparkling 
wit,  which  produced  a  more  striking  effect  from  the  little 
indication  which  his  garb  or  external  appearance  gave  of 
what  they  ought  to  expect."* 

There  is  a  well-authenticated  story  of  his  eccentricity  of 
character,  told  by  Mr.  Knapp,  which  I  will  quote  : 

The  intercourse  between  the  South  and  the  North  was  nothing,  in 
a  commercial  or  social  point  of  view,  then  to  what  it  now  is.  Mr. 
Read,  one  autumn,  made  up  his  mind  to  spend  the  winter  at  the 
South,  and  planned  the  journey  after  his  own  manner.  Dressing 
himself  in  the  plainest  garb  which  could  be  considered  decent,  he 
cut  his  staff,  slung  his  pack,  and  commenced  his  peregrinations.  .  .  . 
As  he  went  on  his  journey  he  excited  astonishment  wherever  he 
came  and  among  all  classes  he  met.  With  the  breeder  of  horses  he 
was  a  veterinary  surgeon  ;  with  farmers,  an  experienced  agricul- 
turist ;  with  mechanics,  a  master  of  all  trades ;  every  one  with 
whom  he  conversed  thought  he  belonged  to  his  own  art,  trade  or 
calling.  In  some  part  of  his  journey  he  entered  a  village  in  which 
a  court  was  sitting,  and  a  cause  was  soon  to  come  on  which  made  a 
great  excitement  among  the  populace.  The  plaintiff  was  poor ;  his 
title,  though  just,  involved  in  much  intricacy — the  defendant  was 
rich,  and  had  able  counsel.  Mr.  Read  collected  the  facts,  and 
having  full  confidence  in  the  cause,  offered  his  services  to  the  plain- 
tiff as  counsel,  and  notwithstanding  his  appearance  scandalized  the 
profession,  yet  the  plaintiff  had  sagacity  to  discover  his  merit  from 
a  short  conversation  with  him.  On  the  day  of  the  trial  the  counsel 
and  client  entered  the  court.  His  vulgar  garb  was  soon  forgotten 
in  his  first  address  to  the  court,  stating  what  induced  him  to  engage 
in  the  cause  before  them — a  love  of  justice,  and  to  show  that 
honesty  should  be  fearless  !  In  a  few  minutes  he  both  astonished 
and  captivated  them.  The  cause  went  on,  and  he  displayed  such 
learning  and  ability,  such  knowledge  even  of  the  statute  law  of  the 
Province  in  which  he  then  was,  that  every  one  present  was  filled 
with  admiration  and  respect  for  the  man.  The  case  was  won,  and 
he  instantly  left  the  place  for  new  adventures. 

*  Washburn's  Judicial  History. 
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In  Mr.  Abraham  Holmes's  Address,  delivered  before  the 
Members  of  the  Bar  of  the  County  of  Bristol,  in  1834,  ap- 
pears the  following  relating  to  Mr.  Read  : 

John  Read  was  a  man  of  profound  abilities,  and  of  very  extensive 
acquirements,  ....  but  with  all  was  rather  eccentric.  Tradition 
has  handed  down  an  anecdote  which,  for  the  sake  of  illustrating  his 
amazing  resources  of  mind,  I  will  recite :  "  He  was  in  the  ministry 
before  turning  his  attention  to  legal  studies,  and  in  one  of  his 
eccentric  excursions  he  called  on  an  intimate  friend,  a  clergyman, 
whose  name  was  Walker,  in  the  afternoon  of  a  Saturday.  Walker 
was  rejoiced  again  to  see  his  old  friend  Read,  and  invited  him  to 
spend  the  Sabbath  with  him,  to  which  Mr.  Read  willingly  agreed. 
In  the  evening  Walker  told  him  that  he  must  preach  for  him  the 
next  day.  Mr.  Read  declined.  Mr.  Walker  insisted.  After  some 
further  conversation,  Mr.  Read  found  that  he  must  either  preach  or 
disoblige  and  offend  his  old  friend  ;  he  chose  the  former,  and  con- 
sented to  preach.  The  next  day,  after  the  first  prayer,  and  singing, 
Mr.  Read  rose  and  opening  the  Bible,  read  his  text :  '  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  Satan,  whence  comest  thou?  and  Satan  said  unto 
the  Lord,  From  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  from  walking  up 
and  down  therein,'  and  looking  around  on  the  congregation,  said : 
*  Without  any  formal  introduction  to  this  discourse  from  these 
words,  I  shall  raise  the  doctrinal  proposition,  viz.  :  the  devil  is  a 
Walker.' 

Mr.  Walker  was  electrified  ;  his  eyes  expanded  to  an  unusual 
extent ;  the  old  people  sat  aghast,  the  young  people  could  not  con- 
ceal their  giggling.  Mr.  Read's  countenance  remained  unchanged, 
and  an  unusual  solemnity  spread  over  his  face.  He  proceeded  to 
show  what  the  devil's  object  was  in  walking  up  and  down  in  the 
earth,  2'his,  he  said,  was  to  draw  men  from  the  path  of  virtue, 
piety  and  religion.  He  then  went  on  to  show  the  infinite  variety 
of  means  the  devil  made  use  of  in  tempting  mankind  to  sin  and 
iniquity,  all  which  he  particularly  specified  ;  and  when  some  means 
failed,  he  resorted  to  others  more  suited  to  the  particular  bent  of 
the  person's  mind  :  ail  which  he  very  fully  illustrated.  He  then 
went  on  to  state  the  means  which  we  ought  in  all  cases  to  resort  to 
in  order  to  defeat  these  attempts  of  the  devil  ;  and  closed  the 
whole  with  some  pressing  practical  reflections. 

Mr.  Read  found  time  in  the  midst  of  his  legal  labors  to 
write  a  Latin  Grammar  which  was  published  in  1736.     It  is  a 
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small  i6mo  book  of  34  pages,  with  an  appendix  of  20  pages 
of  anomalous  words.     In  the  introduction  he  says  : 

Grammar  is  the  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  human  speech,  and 
teaches  us  the  nature  of  words,  their  syntax,  or  construction  into 
sentences,  and  prosodia,  or  the  composing  of  sentences  into  verse. 
A  word  is  a  part  of  speech,  expressing  a  single  thought,  and  is 
either  written  or  pronounced.  In  writing  we  use  so  many  letters 
as  to  signify  and  distinguish  every  posture,  touch  and  action  of  the 
organs  of  speech,  whereby  the  words  of  a  language  are  spoken, 
and  the  sound  of  every  syllable  formed.  The  Latins  have  two  and 
twenty,  to  which  we  give  the  same  names  and  sounds  as  to  those 
of  our  mother  tongue. 

He  ends  the  book  as  follows  : 

Now,  therefore,  let  the  tutor  distinctly  read  every  chapter  [of  the 
Vulgate  Latin  translation  of  the  Bible]  into  English,  explaining  the 
nature  and  difference  of  the  syntax  and  translations,  as  need  re- 
quires ;  and  then  the  pupil,  by  comparing  the  English  and  Latin 
translations  by  himself,  shall  easily  attain  the  Latin  tongue,  and  at 
the  same  time  furnish  his  mind  with  the  fundamental  principles  of 
all  human  knowledge,  establish  his  heart  with  true  wisdom  and 
conduct  of  life,  and  finally  grow  up  in  favor  with  God  and  man. 
Amen. 

Besides  his  legal  business,  Mr.  Read  was  engaged  in  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate  and  in  other  business  enter- 
prises. In  1737  he  purchased  at  auction,  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  a  township  of  23,040  acres  in  this  State,  now  known 
as  Charleraont,  then  called  Boston  Plantation  No.  i,  and  a 
few  months  afterwards  sold  all  of  it  except  1,760  acres.  In 
1738  he  deeded  to  his  son  William  his  house  and  lot  on  Han- 
over Street,  and  the  1,760  acres  of  land  in  Charlemont,  and 
his  share,  interest,  and  estate  in  a  township  at  Piscataqua 
River  —  **  in  consideration  of  my  natural  love  and  affection 
for  my  loving  sea,  William  Read,  of  Boston,  gentleman,  and 
for  his  advancement  in  the  world  ; "  and  the  same  year 
bought  the  large  mansion  house  and  lot  on  Queen  Street, 
now  Court  Street,  before  referred  to,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death.  He  this  year  (1738)  served  as  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,   and  "  was  the  first  lawyer  who 
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was  ever  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court."*  From 
the  Journal  of  the  House  that  year,  it  appears  that  he  was  a 
member  of  most  of  the  important  committees,  and  made 
many  of  the  committee  reports. 

In  1739  (October  15th)  Mr.  Read  presented  a  petition  to 
the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  praying  their  aid  in  ob- 
taining a  Patent  from  the  Crown  for  the  coinage  of  copper 
money  from  the  metal  produced  from  the  native  ores  of  that 
Colony,  the  profits  of  the  coinage  to  be  secured  to  him,  he 
defraying  all  expenses  incident  to  the  attempt,  whether  suc- 
cessful or  otherwise.  This  petition  (a  lengthy  one),  and  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Read  referring  thereto,  are  preserved  in  the 
Collections  of  the  "Connecticut  Historical  Society." 

December  20th  of  the  same  year  (1739)  he  sent  the  follow- 
ing memorial  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  "for  a 
paper  currency  to  introduce  money  "f  (specie),  addressed  as 
follows : 

To  His  Excellency  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq.,  Capt.  Gen^l  and  Governor 
in  Chief,  the  Honorable  Council,  and  Representatives,  in  General 
Court  Assembled  : 

20th  December  1739. 

The  memorial  of  John  Read,  of  Boston,  gent.:  Whereas  Province 
bills  were  formerly  introduced  into  trade  here  upon  a  par  with 
money,  and  served  some  time  as  though  so  much  money  had  been 
brought  in  among  us.  But,  as  the  bills  increased,  the  money  we 
had  gradually  left  us,  and  the  falling  and  uncertain  discount  put 
upon  bills  effectually  barred  the  return  of  money  into  our  trade 
again.  And  yet  money,  by  divine  appointment  the  standard  to 
measure  the  value  of  all  things,  still  doth  that  office  for  us  ;  for 
the  merchant  always  sells  for  so  much  as  will  produce  him  the  same 
sterling  he  gives,  with  reasonable  advance  to  answer  the  depreciating 
of  our  bills,  when  to  be  paid  him,  the  chance  of  markets  when  he 
shall  come  to  them,  and  his  reasonable  profit  upon  the  whole. 

Now,  therefore,  since  our  bills  are  decreased  and  determined  to 
be  all  speedily  called  in,  it  is  time  to  contrive  some  means  to  intro- 
duce money  again  :  and  the  only  way  to  do    that  quietly  is  to  fix 

*  Washburn's  Judicial  History  of  Massachusetts. 

1  Massachusetts  Archives,  "  Pecu,"  Vol.  3,  pp.  113,  114. 
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some  bills  and  money  upon  a  par  again,  that  as  the  bills  sink  the 
money  may  gradually  return  again,  as  it  gradually  departed  from  us. 

To  this  end,  I  propose  that  a  sufficient  number  of  you  and  mer- 
chants put  in  bank  30,000  ozs.  of  sterling  money  at  29  shillings  an 
ounce,  the  present  rate  of  money  in  all  our  trade;  add  four  times 
so  much  more  in  their  bills  payable,  at  four  equal  yearly  payments 
in  money,  all  making  a  bank  of  ;^2 17,500.  Let  out  this  money  and 
bills  in  the  same  proportion  annually  at  five  per  cent,  interest  paid 
in  money,  so  far  as  it  goes  to  supply  the  place  of  the  bills  paid  off 
and  sunk.  After  these  bills  are  paid  off,  make  new  ones  payable  in 
three  years,  then  more  payable  in  two  years,  then  more  payable  in 
one  year,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  years  seven  tenths  of  this  bank  will 
be   turned   into   money,  and  so  money  may  be  certainly  and  very 

gradually  recovered  and  brought  back  into  all  our  trade  again 

Therefore  I  humbly  propose  to  this  honorable  court,  for  so  public  a 
benefit,  to  grant  the  use  of  the  sums  aforesaid  in  Province  bills, 
during  the  space  above  mentioned  for  the  supply  of  this  bank, 
gratis  ;  in  case  His  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  allow  of  it,  and  I  can 
find  sufficient  undertakers  for  it.  If  this  honorable  court  will  so  far 
favour  and  encourage  it,  I  shall  use  my  best  endeavours,  and  have 
just  ground  to  hope  I  shall  bring  it  to  effect. 

I  am,  may  it  please  yr  Excellency  and  this  Honorable  Court, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jn?  Read. 

This  memorial  of  Mr,  Read's  was  read  in  the  Council  Dec. 
27th,  and  sent  to  the  House,  and  there  received  two  readings 
—  Dec.  28th  and  March  19th  —  and  was  then  returned  to  the 
Council.  His  scheme  was  one  of  several  presented  by  emi- 
^nent  and  wealthy  men,  to  meet  an  exigency  in  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Province,  A  plan  was  finally  adopted,  and  in 
1742  the  following  order  was  passed  in  Council : 

Council  Records,  April  7,  1742. 
John  Read,  Esq.,  having  at  the  desire  of  this  Board  prepared  the 
form  of  a  Notification  or  Advertisement  to  all  Persons  lately  con- 
cerned in  either  of  the  schemes  for  making  a  medium  of  Trade, 
immediately  to  bring  in  the  sums  they  are  engaged  for,  and  have 
received,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  made  for  that  purpose, 
The  said  Advertisement  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  the  Secre- 
tary ordered  to  sign  it  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
and  publish  it  in  the  several  newspapers. 
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Mr,  Read  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council  in  1741 
and  1742  —  the  latter  p?rt  of  Governor  Belcher's  administra- 
tion and  the  first  part  of  Governor  Shirley's.  Governor 
Belcher,  at  the  commencement  of  his  administration,  had 
persuaded  his  Council  that  upon  the  appointment  of  a  new 
Governor  it  was  necessary  to  renew  all  civil  commissions. 
The  same  was  proposed  in  Council  by  Shirley,  and  the  pre- 
cedent brought  up,  but  "  Mr.  Read,  being  then  a  member  of 
the  Council,  brought  such  arguments  against  the  practice 
that  a  majority  of  the  board  refused  to  consent  to  it."*  .... 
"  While  he  sat  at  that  board  he  was  their  oracle,  and  was 
eminently  useful  to  the  country."!.  ..."  As  a  legislator  he 
was  conspicuous,  but  so  unambitious  a  man  could  not  have 
been  a  regular  leader.  He  was  too  independent  and  enlight- 
ened for  a  lover  of  prerogative,  and  too  honest  for  a  leader 
of  faction  ;  he  spoke  with  frankness,  regardless  of  political 
consequences.  A  great  man  who  condescends  to  enter  into 
the  politics  of  the  day,  and  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  it, 
owes  nothing  to  the  public  for  his  honors  ;  but  the  public 
are  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  exertions. "ij: 

Mr.  Read  was  a  communicant  at  "  King's  Chapel,"  and 
one  of  the  Wardens  of  the  same  for  two  years  (1735-36). 
He  died  February  7th,  1749,  leaving  a  large  estate  to  his 
family. 

Of  his  character,  ability,  standing  and  influence  as  a  man 
and  a  lawyer,  distinguished  writers  and  statesmen  have 
spoken. 

Governor  Hutchinson  speaks  of  him,  "as  a  very  eminent 
lawyer,  and  what  is  more,  a  person  of  great  integrity  and 
firmness  of  mind." 

President  John  Adams,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  says,  "  that 
he  had  as  great  a  genius  and  became  as  eminent  as  any 
man."  ....  And  in  his  controversy  with  General  William 
Brattle  in  1773,  on  the  "  Independence  of  the  Judiciary," 
speaks  of  Mr.  Read  as  "  that  great  Gamaliel,"  and  General 
Brattle  in  the  same  controversy  says,  "  Mr.  Read  was  to  every 

*  Gov.  Hutchinson's  History  of  Mass.,  Vol.  2,  page  336. 
t  Elliott's  Biographical  Dictionary. 
t  Knapp's  Biographical    Sketches. 
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lawyer  as  highly  esteemed  for  reforming  and  correcting  the 
law  and  the  pleadings  as  Justinian  was  at  Rome." 

Mr.  Stearns  in  his  legal  work  on  "  Real  Actions  "  says,  "  In 
the  beginning  of  the  i8th  century,  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice had  been  considerably  improved  and  the  proceedings 
assumed  a  somewhat  more  correct  form.  This  improvement 
is  chiefly  ascribed  to  the  efforts  and  influence  of  John  Read, 
who  is  represented  as  a  man  of  uncommon  talents,  profound 
learning,  and  in  every  point  of  view  the  first  lawyer  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century." 

Mr.  Elliott  in  his  Biographical  Dictionary  says,  "  Mr.  Read 
was  a  gentleman  of  very  brilliant  talents,  of  sterling  integ- 
rity, a  friend  of  the  people,  of  the  laws,  and  of  government. 
For  his  superior  ability  he  was  considered  as  one  of  the  great- 
est lawyers  in  this  country.  The  succeeding  generation 
indulged  a  pride  in  quoting  his  legal  opinions  and  sayings  in 
common  conversation." 

President  Quincy  speaks  of  him,  "as  one  of  the  most  emi- 
nent lawyers  of  that  period  in  New  England." 

And  Governor  Washburn  says,  "  that  he  filled  a  wide  sphere 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Province  while  he  lived,  and  did  much, 
perhaps  more,  than  any  one  man,  in  introducing  system  and 
order  into  the  practice  of  the  Courts  of  Massachusetts." 
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ADDITIONS   TO   THE   SOCIETY'S   LIBRARY,   1902. 


Donors. 


Allen,  Mrs,  Thomas  J.  . 

American  Historical  Association    . 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Co. 

Baldwin,  William  H.      . 

Bolton,  Charles  K.         .         .         . 

Boston  Athenaeum 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston  Transit  Commission 

Boyden,  Merrill  N.         .         .         , 

Brookline,  Mass.,  Historical  Society 

Brookline,  Mass.,  Town  of     . 

Brown,  Francis  H,         .         .         . 

Buffalo,  N.  Y,,  Historical  Society 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

Candage,  Rufus  G.  F.    . 

Clark,  Benjamin  C.        .         .         . 

Clarke,  Arthur  F.  ... 

Club  of  Odd  Volumes    . 

Collins,  Hon.  Patrick  A.,  Mayor  of  Boston 

Concord,  Mass.,  Antiquarian  Society 

Congregational  Association  and  Library 

Cronan,  John  F.    . 

Dedham,  Mass.,  Historical  Society 

Eldridge,  Elisha  D. 

Ensign,  Charles  S. 

Essex  Institute 

Folsom,  Albert  A. 

Genealogical  Quarterly 

Hallett,  Daniel  B. 

Hassam,  John  T. 

Carried  forward 


Vols 


Pam- 
phlets. 


20 

I 

12 


33 


58 


52 


Donors. 

Vols. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Brought  forward        .... 

33 

58 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio 

I 

Humane  Society  of  Massachusetts 

I 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society     . 

2 

King,  Henry  F 

2 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

I 

Lawrence,  William 

I 

Lawson,  Thomas  W. 

I 

Lewis,  William  Reed     . 

I 

Lexington,  Mass.,  Historical  Society 

I 

Lunt,  William  Parsons  . 

29 

Manchester,  N,  H.,  Historic  Association 

4 

Massachusetts  Commissioner  of  Public  Records    . 

I 

Massachusetts,  Secretary  of  State  of      .         .         . 

4 

Massachusetts  Society  of  Colonial  Wars 

I 

Massachusetts  Society,  Sons  of  the  American  Re- 

volution       

I 

Matthews,  Albert 

6 

May,  John  J.          .... 

29 

18 

McGlenen,  Edward  W. 

• 

I 

Medford,  Mass.,  Historical  Society 

4 

Mills,  Benjamin  F.,  estate  of 

I 

Morse,  L.  Foster  .... 

6 

National  Museum  of  Antiquities,  Stockholm,  Swe- 

den     

16 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society 

4 

New  England  Magazine,  Publishers  of 

12 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society 

I 

Old  Planters'  Society     . 

I 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers   . 

I 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Public  Library 

I 

Purchased      .... 

'         •         ' 

I 

Rantoul,  Robert  S. 

I 

Reed,  William  H. 

2 

Reed,  William  Howell  . 

I 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

I 

Sawyer,  Timothy  T. 

. 

I 

Carried  forward 

109 

141 

53 


Donors. 

Vols, 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Brought  forward        .... 

109 

141 

Smithsonian  Institution 

I 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Historical  Society    . 

I 

Sowdon,  Arthur  J.  C 

I 

Taylor,  Charles  H,,  Jr.           ... 

I 

Trask,  William  B 

2 

United  States  Commissioner  of  Education 

I 

Varnum,  John  M.           .... 

I 

Weld,  John  D. 

I 

Woburn,  Mass.,  Public  Library 

I 

Wyman,  Samuel  T.        .         .         ,         . 

I 

Yale  University 

3 

Total 

118 

146 

ADDITIONS 
TO   THE   SOCIETY'S    COLLECTIONS,    1902. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Allen,  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Anonymous. 

Bradford,  William  R. 


Browne,    Edward  I., 
estate  of. 


Brown,  Francis  H. 

■  Cahill,  Thomas  and 
Thomas  C.  Cum- 
mings. 

Chandler,  Parker  C. 
Cobb,  Darius. 


Collins,  Hon.  Patrick 
A.,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Conroy,  Mrs.  Joanna. 
Davis,  William  W. 


Framed  photograph  of  Thomas  J.  Allen,  a  director 
of  the  Bostonian  Society,  1886-1887. 

Baton,  carried  in  the  Cochituate  Water  Celebra- 
tion, October  25,  1848;  Two  oyster  shells 
dredged  from  Charles  River,  near  Harvard 
Bridge,  in  1874,  similar  to  those  described  by 
early  writers  on  New  England. 

Framed  photograph  of  State  St.,  looking  east 
from  Exchange  St.,  taken  in  1850. 

Cannon  ball  dug  up  on  Bunker  Hill,  mounted  as  a 
paper  weight ;  Two  fire  buckets  formerly  owned 
by  the  father  of  the  testator,  marked  "  Charles 
Browne,  1824;"  Franklin  medals  of  the  testa- 
tor and  his  brother,  Francis  P.  Browne ;  Com- 
mission of  the  great-grandfather  of  the  testator, 
William  Browne,  as  lieutenant,  signed  by  the 
major  part  of  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England,  1780. 

Two  early  issues  of  the  Boston  Transcript. 

Framed  oil  portrait  of  George  Washington,  a  copy 
of  Stuarf  s  portrait,  artist  unknown.     (A  loan.) 


Framed  oil  portrait  of  Com.  Isaac  Hull,  by  Stuart. 
(A  loan.) 

Half-tone  reproduction  of  the  oil  painting  by  the 
donor,  entitled  "The  Boston  Tea  Party,  1770." 
Original  is  in  the  armory  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company. 

Framed  photograph  of  the  donor. 


Wood  engraving  of  the  Old  State  House,  about 
1842 ;  Lithograph  of  the  barque  "  Bostonian." 

Framed  oil  painting  of  ship  "Kate  Howe"  enter- 
ing the  port  of  Shanghai,  China. 
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DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Duggan,  John  A. 
Dunbar,  Edward  F. 
Ellery,  Harrison. 
Folsom,  Albert  A. 


Fowler,  Mrs.  Beatrice 
G. 


Gay,  Frederick  L. 


GrigfSfs,  Miss  Helen. 


Hapgood,  Warren,  es- 
tate of. 


Homans,  Mrs.  Charles 
D. 


Homans,  John,  2nd, 
estate  of. 

James,  William  Grant 

Jarvis,  Mrs.  M.  E. 


Johnson,  Stanley  E. 


Jones,    Mrs.  William 
Parker. 

Lamson,  Frederick. 


Swing-sign  of  the  Hancock  Tavern,  Boston.  (A 
loan.) 

Brass  name-plate  of  Hero  Engine  Company  No.  6, 
of  Boston,  organized  in  1827. 

Miscellaneous  collection  of  theatre  and  concert 
programmes. 

Framed  steel  engraving  of  "The  Evacuation  of 
Boston." 

Framed  indented  sailing  permit  of  the  brig 
"Fame,"  of  New  York,  issued  in  1827,  and 
signed  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Framed  portraits  of  Rev.  Charles  Brockwell, 
A.  M.,  Rev.  William  Hooper,  A.  M.,  Rev. 
Timothy  Cutler,  D.  D.,  and  Thomas  HoUis. 
reprints  by  the  Pelham  Club  of  copper-plate  en- 
gravings by  Peter  Pelham. 

Framed  contemporaneous  oil  painting  on  glass, 
entitled  "America,"  representing  a  female 
figure  at  the  base  of  a  monument,  weeping  for 
the  defeat  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  having  shown  to 
her  the  coming  of  peace,  order  and  prosperity. 

Silver  tankard  and  snufF-box  made  by  Paul  Revere 
for  Gen.  Amasa  Davis ;  Silver  medal  awarded 
at  the  Franklin  School  in  1832  to  Julia  Gamage 
(later  Mrs.  Warren  Hapgood)  ;  Small  silver 
shield ;  Small  silver  medal. 

Silk  sash  and  pair  of  white  kid  gloves,  worn  at  a 
reception  to  Gen.  Lafayette  in  Boston  in  1825, 
and  both  bear  his  portrait ;  framed  together. 

Framed  steel  portrait  of  George  Washington. 


Framed  photograph  of  the  Custom  House. 

Framed  oil  portrait  of  John  Bartlett,  at  one  time 
leader  of  the  Boston  Brigade  Band,  called 
"  The  First  Trumpeter  of  America." 

OfBcial  programme  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Cele- 
bration, Boston,  October  25,  1848;  original 
copy. 

Two  copies  of  a  steel  portrait  of  Rev.  Otis  A. 
Skinner. 

Two  pieces  of  silver-plated  table  ware  used  in  the 
Tremont  House. 
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DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Lawrence,  Amory  A. 
Libbie,  Fred  J. 

Manning,  Francis  H. 
May,  John  J. 
Merrill,  William  E. 


Mills,    Benjamin    F., 
estate  of. 

Morse,  L.  Foster. 


Parkman,  Miss  S.  E. 


Purchased. 


Raymond,  Charles. 

Rust,  Edwin. 
Sharp,  George  H.  L. 


Invitation,  and  bill  of  fare  for  the  Banquet  given 
by  the  City  of  Boston  to  Prince  Henry  of 
Prussia,  1902. 

Reproduction  of  water-color  drawing  by  Christian 
Remick,  entitled  "View  of  Boston  Harbor, 
Islands,  and  Men-of-War  landing  the  29th  and 
14th  Regiments,  October  i,  1768." 

Violin  owned  and  used  by  Luigi  Ostinelli,  leader 
of  the  orchestra  at  the  Tremont  Theatre  about 
1828. 

Framed   oil  painting  of  Boylston  Market,  painted 
about  1850;  Photograph  of  the  Custom  House, 
taken  in  1902. 

Photograph  of  an  oil  portrait  of  Denys  De  Berdt, 
agent  of  Massachusetts  and  Delaware  in  the 
pre-Revolutionary  period  ;  the  original  formerly 
hung  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Old  State  House, 
and  is  now  in  the  State  House ;  Photograph  of 
an  oil  painting  of  Denys  De  Berdt  and  his 
family,  framed  together. 

Broadside  describing  the  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment, issued  January  i,  1849;  original  copy. 

Regulations  of  the  Roxbury  Fire  Association, 
1789 ;  Proclamation  issued  by  Gen.  William 
Heath,  1778  ;  original  copy. 

Four  steel  portraits,  framed,  of  the  following  cler- 
gymen :  John  Taylor,  Isaac  Barrow,  Isaac 
Watts,  and  Philip  Doddridge. 

"  View  of  Park  Square  in  1837,"  reprinted  from  a 
rare  lithograph  ;  A  Perspective  View  of  part  of 
Boston  Common  in  1768,  showing  the  encamp- 
ment of  British  Troops,  engraved  from  a  rare 
water-color  drawing  by  Christian  Remick  ;  Lith- 
ograph of  the  Public  Garden  in  1866,  from  the 
picture  by  Edwin  Whitefield. 

Three  pewter  buttons  worn  by  British  soldiers  at 
the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  dug  up  on  Bunker  Hill 
in  1846. 


Franklin   School    medal    awarded 
Paul  in  1835.     (A  loan.) 


to   Alexander 


Record  book  of  marriages  by  Rev.  Daniel  Sharp, 
D.  D.,  while  pastor  of  the  Charles  Street  Bap- 
tist Church,  from  1812  to  1853.     (A  loan.) 
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DONOR. 


Shaw,  Samuel  S. 
Shuman,  Abraham. 


Sibley,     Mrs.      John 
Langdon,  estate  of. 


Stone,  Miss  Ellen  A. 
Suter,  Hales  W. 

Taylor,  Charles  H.,  Jr. 


Wetherbee,    Mrs.    J. 
Otis. 

Willey,  William  L. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Miscellaneous  collection  of  bills  of  Boston  firms 
made  to  Chief  Justice  Lemuel  Shaw  from  1815 
to  1839. 

Framed  picture  entitled  "  One  Hundred  Massa- 
chusetts Notabilities,"  published  by  the  Boston 
Post,  1892. 

Framed  pen  sketch  of  Boston,  England ;  Photo- 
graph of  the  Back  Bay,  showing  the  towers  of 
the  Clarendon  Street  Baptist  and  New  Old  South 
Churches. 

Daguerreotype  of  Andrew  Cunningham,  usher  at 
the  Boylston  School  about  1821. 

Log  books  of  the  ships  "Mentor"  and  "Pearl" 
and  brig  "  Cleopatra's  Barge,"  commanded  by 
Capt.  John  Suter. 

Original  drawing  by  McCutcheon  of  a  comic  news- 
paper cartoon,  published  in  the  Chicago  Rec- 
ord-Herald, entitled  "  Prince  Henry's  Visit  to 
Boston,  1902." 

Medallion  head  of  Wendell  Phillips. 


Framed  photograph  of  the  boat-sleigh  "Nightin- 
gale." 
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Quincy,  Mrs.  Mary  Adams 
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Sprague,  Francis  Peleg 
Sprague,  Phineas  Warren 
Squire,  Frank  Orvis 
*Stafrord,  George  Lewis 
Stanwood,  James  Rindge 
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No.  1441. 


(Eommontoealtl)  of  MassatiimtttQ. 


^e  it  i^noton  that  whereas  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Curtis  Guild, 
John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke,  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns,  Henry  F.  Jenks,  John 
T.  Hassam,  and  Dudley  R.  Child,  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of 


for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  and 
the  preservation  of  its  antiquities,  and  have  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President, 
Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  recorded  in  this  office ; 

jlilnto,  ®i)crefore,  9^,  Henry  B.  Peirce,  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  Ho  j)cre6p  certifp  that  said  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  Curtis  Guild,  John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke, 
Samuel  M.  Quincy,  William  S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns, 
Henry  F.  Jenks,  John  T.  Hassam  and  Dudley  R.  Child, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  estab- 
lished as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation  under  the 
name  of 

with  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  and  subject  to  the  limitations, 
duties  and  restrictions,  which  by  law,  appertain  thereto. 


(IluEttllCGiS  my  official  signature  hereunto 
subscribed  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed,  this  second 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

[Signed] 

HENRY   B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO   PROMOTE    THE   STUDY  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF   BOSTON 
AND    THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  pur- 
chase, books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means 
as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been  proposed  and 
accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting  by  the  Directors, 
be  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY  AND   CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION   FEE   AND   ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  day  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes ;  provided,  however,  that  no  person 
joining  the  Society  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  any  year  shall  be 
required  to  pay  an  additional  assessment  for  the  year  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  January  following. 

If  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  or  her  admission  fee  or  annual 
assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is  due,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  forfeit  his  or  her  membership  at  any  time  when  the  Directors  shall 
so  order. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  member 
of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  or  her  a  life  member  of  the  Society ;  life 
members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  member- 
ship shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent., 
together  with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President,  and  the  Clerk,  shall  be  issued  to 
all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  All  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President,  a  Clerk, 
and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year, 
and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from  their 
number,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk  or 
Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any  regular 
meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
and  voting. 

In  the  absence  oi  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a  Clerk 
pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Directors,  shall  preside  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a  Presi- 
dent ^r^  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

XL 

DUTIES   OF   THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  its 
Directors. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for 
the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

xn. 

DUTIES   OF   THE   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

XIII. 

DUTIES   AND   POWERS   OF   DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  execu- 
tive business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ; 
fix  all  salaries  ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resigna- 
tions and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-Laws  are  duly 
complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 
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They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned 
to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its 
correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they  shall 
have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer  pro  tempore  till  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS   OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President. 
Special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  five 
standing  committees,  as  follows  :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  members 
ex-officiis,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms 
(except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library, 
offered  as  gifts  or  loans)  ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Papers, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read,  or  other  exercises 
of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library,  including  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Publications. 

A  committee  of  four  members  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tions, who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  publications  of  the  Society. 

These  five  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during  their 
term  of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTS   TO   BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and  sent 
to  every  member. 


